
 

 
MISSIONS PRAYER DIARY DECEMBER 2022 & JANUARY 2023 

    
 
URGENT PRAYER REQUESTED FOR MAYOTTE 
 
I am sending the prayer requests a little earlier this month as the situation on Mayotte at the moment 
needs your prayers.  For the past ten days violence has once again broken out on the island with things 
coming to a head over the weekend when in the words of one of the parliamentarians "barbarous” acts 
took place.  The violence started when a young boy innocently walking along the road got caught up in 
the "crossfire" of two rival gangs confronting one another, he was killed, and this has led to his village 
taking revenge on the village where he was killed.  Over the week-end shops, houses, and a large parking 
area holding 83 old cars where clients went to look for second hand car parts, was set alight.  The 
perpetrators also cut the water pipes so that there was no water available to put out the fire.  And one 
unfortunate man got both his hands cut off. An elite unit of police from France, with experience in how 
to deal with this kind of situation, arrived on the island yesterday and had to intervene almost 
immediately, in incidents that flared up in a number of villages. Please pray for an end to this violence.  
(email from Heather and Jeanette - see Day 4 below)   
 
Peter Laubscher (The Leprosy Mission) 
 
1.  World Leprosy Day takes place at the end of January 2023.  We hope to arrange a joint commemoration with 
the Department of Health for World Leprosy Day/Neglected Tropical Diseases in January 2023.  Please pray that 
the many arrangements that need to fall into place will do so.  These events help us to raise awareness of leprosy, 
which in turn helps to promote the early treatment of leprosy – before the onset of lifelong disabilities. 
  
2.  I am giving a presentation on 2nd December as part of the Robben Island Museum’s tribute to the time when 
Robben Island was a leprosy hospital.  Please pray that I will be able to use this opportunity to show that leprosy 
has not yet been consigned to history, as most people think.  Many medical students will be at the talk, so it is a 
great opportunity to reach a young and influential audience. 
  
3.  A large donation in support of the work of the Leprosy Mission has been held up for some months. Please join 
us in praying that the process of releasing it will be swiftly completed.  We hope that the payment could be made 
during March 2023, which will be a great help to our work. 
  
(The Leprosy Mission’s prayer guide / prayer diary, ASK 2023, is available, free of charge, from Peter. Please speak 
to him if you would like a copy of ASK 2023.) 
 
Heather Simpkin & Jeanette Lelliott (AIM, Mayotte)  
 
4.  The Lord has repeated to a number of people and groups over many years that He plans to do great exploits 
on this island and the time is now.  This is our enemy's angry reaction as he knows his time is limited on this island 
where he has reigned over hundreds of years.  As in the words of a chorus we sing, "The cross always has the last 
word."  The victory was won at the cross and it is ours to claim.  We do this through prayer and so we ask you to  
pray “as the earnest prayers of a righteous man avails much”. 
 
5.  The month of November has been more of a month of preparation for each of us individually and as a church 
for December, which will be a month of evangelism.  Various activities have been planned for some villages in the 
north of the island (that is the section of the island that has been allotted to our church).  The other churches will 
be handling the other sections of the island.  Please continue to pray for these activities that they will be able to 
take place (despite the unrest) and have a mighty impact on our desperately needy island. 



 
As this will be our last prayer and praise items for the year 2022, we want to wish you all very blessed Christmas 
and New Year celebrations with God doing amazing things in your part of the vineyard. 
 

Nevil Carrington (Explore Course in Africa)   
 
6.  Give thanks for the training in Nuba Mountains and pray that the students who have registered for Explore will 
grow in their knowledge of Christ.  Pray that they will continue to study all the modules of the course.  Please pray 
for delegates who are disciple-minded, and that the gospel will grow throughout the Nuba Mountains. 
 
7.  Please pray for the people of Nuba, who appear to have been abandoned by the world.  Pray for peace for this 
land and pray that Explore will be taken up by all the churches in Nuba  
 
8.  Give thanks for the 21 students who will graduating in Cape Town this year.  Pray for travelling mercies for 
those who will be coming from outside Cape Town and for the graduation planning to go smoothly. 
 
9.  Give thanks for immense growth of Explore in Kenya.  Pray that pastor Misheck may have strength and wisdom 
as he oversees all the existing groups.  Pray for the facilitators training pastor Misheck is running this week, that 
he may find people who understand how Explore works and who are excited to do the work required. 

Rod & Glenda Thomas (OMF, church leaders in Sendai, Japan)   
  
9.  Please continue to pray for our home assignment in UK and RSA (Oct 31-Mar 9).  We’ll be staying with my Mum 
in Havant most of the time until leaving for South Africa on 27th Dec. 
 
10.  We are in discussion with the OMF church in Izumi in the north of the city about calling a pastor to minister 
to both churches.  We know the church well having ministered there 1992-1997 but are trying to deepen fellowship 
between the members of both churches in case the Lord leads us in that direction. Recently we had a combined 
little service at their cemetery crypt which they are allowing us to share. Calling a pastor will be something we 
need to concentrate on when we return. 
 

Greg Phillips (Mukhanyo Theological College, KwaMhlanga and Pretoria)   
 
11.  We give thanks to the Lord for: 
*Strength to serve at Mukhanyo and opportunities to preach.  
*Wonderful friendships and His blessing of our church with growth in grace and new people coming. His provision 
for all our needs and more. 
*The unashamed preaching of the gospel and commitment to the authority of the Bible as the word of God in our 
church. 
 
Please bring before the Lord: 
12.  Mukhanyo students just finishing exams and going on holiday.  
*Lecturers and academic admin marking, gathering, assessing and capturing results to send out transcripts by 
15th December.  
*Also pray for Mukhanyo as we migrate over to a whole new integrated student information system and portal 
and LMS and everything.  
 
13.  *Pray for Hannah as she is struggling with the stress of her studies and with her low energy levels from low 
iron.  
*Pray for safety on the roads and good visits everywhere along the way as we are planning a round trip to East 
London and Cape Town from 17th December to about 5th January.  We plan to be at Gracefields on the 1st of 
January. 
 
 



Cricket Meyer (Children’s Ministry at Uyesu Unathi in Khayelitsha)  
 
14.  Praise the Lord for an excellent school year for the children and staff alike at Uyesu Unathi Ministries in 
Khayelitsha.  Graduation was a huge success and enjoyed by all who attended. 
  
15.  Please pray for the safety of the children and staff during the December holidays.  Many parents still have to 
work, even though the kids will be home.  Please pray for God’s protection of our little ones.  
Some families will be travelling to the Eastern Cape for the Christmas holidays, please also pray for their safety 
on the roads. 
  
Thank you for your love and prayers through the past year. I truly appreciate your faithfulness in praying. 
 
Tim and Therese Galage (MTW Missionaries – Regional Director of Southern Africa and at Bible 
Institute, Kalk Bay) 
 
16.  Praise God for those who graduated from the Bible Institute on 17 November, and we pray for God's continued 
leading and provision for those continuing their studies on the Honours level, and some in other academic 
fields.  The Bible Institute will celebrate its 100th "birthday” in 2023 - pray for God's blessing to continue to use 
BISA to equip many for ministry and build His Kingdom.   
 
17.  Please continue to pray for additional Stateside churches and individuals to support the SARM Board (Southern 
Africa Reformed Mission) and its various church planting related projects.  Pray for the funding necessary for 
internships and a conference/vision trip planned for 2023.   
 
18.  We are thankful our daughters and new son in law will be joining us in Cape Town for Christmas.  Pray for 
good health and travelling mercies for us all.   
 
May you all have a joyous Christmas season as we celebrate the birth of our King!  
 
Beau-Gavin Durr (YWAM)  
 
19.  For the last few weeks of my journey, I travelled to Poland, where I was able to serve in practical ways helping 
just a few of the many millions of Ukrainian refugees from the war.  It was heart-breaking to hear so many horror 
stories but encouraging to see the collaboration between many local churches and mission organisations.  So 
many are in such deep shock from the war (PTSD) and there is a wonderful counselling team helping them through 
this.  We were able to pray for many of these traumatized families and point them to the only one that brings 
lasting HOPE and PEACE.  Pray many will come to know Christ.  
 
20.  For peace negotiations between Putin and Zelensky so that this war in the Ukraine can end soon.  For Russians 
and Ukrainians to be able to forgive each other and dance together again as we witnessed between enemy nations 
in Bosnia  
 
21.  For our feeding programme in Ocean View (an impoverished township in Cape Town) to continue to feed not 
just bodies but also souls and that many of the children (and adults) that come here would fully surrender to Christ  
*For the ceasefire of a few weeks between gang members in Ocean View to continue. 
*For wisdom and guidance as I prepare to teach through Genesis and Exodus and Kings and Chronicles at our 
Disciple Bible schools in the new year  
 

Jinx and Dawn Reyneke (transitioning to a ministry in Namibia)  
 
22.  Praise God: For answered prayer: Dawn’s visa, the safe journey to Namibia, friends and the support of our 
home church, churches and partners.  All glory to God. 
 
23.  Pray for our settling in and time management in balancing work and ministry...May God be evident in us, our 
daily decisions, and actions. 
 



Katleho & Delight Meslane (Youth Pastor, St Thomas’ Community Church, Heideveld)  
 
24.  Praise: We praise God that we finally managed to employ Nadene Clark to run biblical counselling for the 
church.  Thank God for gospel opportunities that come from the counselling Nadene is doing with various families. 
 
25.  Requests:  Pray for wisdom and strength for Nadene as she meets up with people.  Pray for me to be 
equipped to deal with kids and parents who bring their issues to Nadene for counselling. I want to use that 
platform to discipline the kids I work with together with their families.  Continue to pray for Delight to find a job.  
 
Jordan Pickering (Student YMCA – UCT campus) 
 
The UCT Y can look back at our 2022 with much thankfulness to God.  Restarting in-person ministries after covid 
has been a struggle even for churches, but it has been all the more challenging for us, since we lose our graduating 
cohort each year and rely so much on our community relationships to draw in new cohorts of students.  Despite 
the challenges, we can celebrate God's kindness in all sorts of ways:   
 
We give praise for the following:  
 
26.  We have launched new ministries and seen an encouraging response.  Our winter conference was a huge 
highlight, featuring an excellent panel of speakers and a full hall of attendees.  We also began a postgraduate 
fellowship to encourage the integration of Christianity and academic research and we've seen some momentum 
gathering there. 
 
27.  We have 12 students serving on our 2023 committee, which is a record number (at least in recent years).  
Fundraising has been incredibly encouraging, and God has blessed us with donors to more than complete our 
$160,000 campaign for the year.  We also were blessed by a donor who boosted the establishment of our library 
with a donation of 400 brand new books that we hand-picked as a "wishlist" for our ministry. We have been able to 
increase our capacity by employing an administrator. 
 
As matters of prayer, please join us in asking the Lord for the following:  
 
28.  We are interviewing for an undergraduate-focused pastoral staff member, specifically a black South African 
person, and preferably a woman.  We hope we have found our candidate but there are still some obstacles in the 
way.  Please pray that God would intervene to provide the right person to strengthen this growing work on 
campus.  
 
29.  Fundraising remains an ongoing need.  Employing people increases costs, of course, and we have a heritage 
building that has been damaged and unoccupied for more than a year, but the complexities and costs of repairing 
a heritage structure are more than we expected.  
 
30.  Our team relationships are crucial to our integrity and effectiveness as an organisation.  We are 
using this time of the year to plan and to work on our team.  Pray that God would grow us and enable us to model 
Christlikeness in how we work together. 
 
Grant & Loutjie Swanepoel (Establishment of Word of Life Bible College, Eastern Cape) 
 
31.  We have not had any news from Grant and Loutjie for a few months, but they had great plans for their new 
ministry so please pray that these plans are going forward and for the Lord’s guidance and help for them.  
 

These missionaries receive financial as well as prayer support. 


