
* ‘‘I Vow to Thee My Country” Cecil Spring Rice (1921)

South Africa has been through a lot in 
recent years! From water restrictions 
to World Cup wins. From loadshedding 
to looting to lockdowns…and more 

loadshedding! 
As much as we may love living in this vibrant, 

beautiful place, in any given week we may also 
find plenty of reasons to bemoan our country!

As Christians, wherever we live, we can take 
comfort from knowing that God is sovereignly 
working all things in this world towards his plan, 
which is to bring all things under Christ! (Eph 
1:9-10). Godly rulers of Israel, also living through 
chaotic times, would say of God: “You rule over 
all the kingdoms of the nations. Power and might 
are in your hand, and no one can withstand you.” 
(2 Chronicles 20:6)

But our Father God also wants 
us to lift our eyes and know 
that we are citizens of another 
country. The Apostle Paul reminded the 
early church that, “our citizenship is in heaven. 
And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Phillippians 3:20) The 
book of Hebrews (written to Christians who 
were in danger of drifting from Jesus) points 
to the example of Abraham. He was promised 
a new and better country, and by faith, kept 
on trusting that God would keep that promise: 
“they were longing for a better country—a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God, for he has prepared a city 
for them.” (Heb 11:15-16)

If you are in Christ, God has prepared a city 
for you, not to mention a room within his house, 
in that city!  (John 14:2) The Bible even goes so 

far as to say that, spiritually, we’ve been raised 
up to that place already (Col 3:1-4). 

Our lives and attitudes should therefore be 
shaped more by our spiritual home than by 
whatever is going on in our worldly one. As the 
famous old hymn goes…
And there’s another country
I’ve heard of long ago
Most dear to them that love her
Most great to them that know
We may not count her armies
We may not see her King
Her fortress is a faithful heart
Her pride is suffering
And soul by soul and silently
Her shining bounds increase
And her ways are ways of gentleness
And all her paths are peace* 

The more we embrace this new hope, the 
more resilient and distinctive and productive 
we will be on earth. And, if we are secure in the 
knowledge of our heavenly citizenship, we can 
use our time, energy and money, not just for 
ourselves, but in the service of our Heavenly 
Father and for the sake of others. As CS Lewis 
put it: “The Christians who did most for the 
present world were precisely those who thought 
most of the next. It is since Christians have 
begun thinking less of the other world that they 
have become so ineffective in this.”

So, with this in mind, over the 
coming year we will strive to 
remain a generous church. 
Gracefields gives a lot away to ministries outside 
of Gracefields!
•   The money we give to our denomination helps 

…But our 
citizenship 
is in heaven. 
And we 
eagerly 
await a 
Savior from 
there, the 
Lord Jesus 
Christ, 
who, by the 
power that 
enables 
him to 
bring 
everything 
under his 
control, will 
transform 
our lowly 
bodies so 
that they 
will be like 
his glorious 
body.”
Philippians  
3:18–21
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CHRISTIAN GIVING
IS INSPIRED

BY GOD
HOW MUCH
SHOULD I GIVE?

Apart from some grants for our church plants, we 
don't receive income from outside organisations 
or church denominations. We therefore rely 
almost entirely on giving from congregation 
members to fund the ministries of Gracefields 
Church, Southreach Church (Muizenberg) and 
uBabalo neThemba Church (Masiphumele).

God’s mission
We live in the age of the great commission of Jesus: to make

disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18-20). God is accomplishing
this through his church, by his Spirit today. By financially

supporting gospel work, we can start new ministries and free up
the necessary people to lead and teach, to enable us to work

together to grow God’s church.

This life is short and the one to come is eternal. Our use of finances
reflects our priorities. If we value the eternal priorities of God, this
will be seen in our giving. This world is not our home, so let’s take
these words of Jesus seriously: “Do not lay up for yourselves

treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves
break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven”

(Matthew 6:19–20)

God’s eternal priorities

God’s commands
We give because we want our lives to align with the commands of
the God who has saved us. The love of money has been a stumbling
block for many and so Jesus warned that it is impossible to serve
both God and material wealth (Matthew 6:24). By obeying God’s
commands to be generous with our resources (in the midst of a
very materialistic culture) we show the transformation He has

brought in our lives.

Everything we do, is to be done for the glory of God (1 Cor
10:31). More specifically, the Apostle Paul refers to the financial
gifts of the Philippians as ‘a fragrant offering, an acceptable
sacrifice, pleasing to God’ (Philippians 4:18). In other words, the
act of giving our money away is a spiritual act by which we

worship and glorify God.

God’s glory

God has been supremely generous to us in giving his one and
only Son, to die for us. This amazing, eternal gift should be a
primary motivation for our giving. “For you know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might

become rich.” (2 Cor 8:9)

God’s generosity

uBabalo
neThemba
Church

The New Testament never names a specific
amount that we should give. Rather, it
simply tells us to be generous in proportion
to our income (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).
This means that a widow’s coin can be more
generous than a rich person’s gift, even if the
widow’s coin is a smaller amount (Luke 21:1-4).
God wants our giving to be cheerful and
sacrificial - flowing from thankfulness, faith and
love for him and others.

In the Old Testament, God’s people were
encouraged to give a tithe (10%) of their income
back to him. But the tithe isn’t a law that applies to
us, who are under grace. As those who have been
enriched in every way by the generosity of Jesus,
the New Testament helps Christians to see the tithe
as a guide from which we can launch into sacrificial
generosity. In other words, if you want to know what
generosity looks like, why not try starting with a
tithe and work from there?
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fund poorer churches across the country.
•   We have a long history of supporting and 

giving to missionaries and this continues 
through the work of our Missions Support 
Team.

•   In recent years we’ve had the opportunity to 
launch two new church plants (in Masi and 
Muizenberg) and for the coming year we will 
continue to provide financial support for each.

•   iThemba School (although it runs as a separate 
entity) was also started by Gracefields and 
continues to be funded largely through the 
amazing generosity of Gracefields members.
God’s Word calls us to give sacrificially, 

in response to the awesome sacrifice of our 
Saviour, for us, on the cross. What a privilege 
it is that, as a church family, we’ve been able to 
make sacrifices for the sake of the Kingdom. 
God sees it. God loves it.

And, over the coming year we 
will strive, in God’s strength, 
to keep on growing His 
work here at Gracefields. 
Because of the uncertainty surrounding COVID 
we’ve kept our expenses pretty flat over the 
past two years. We’ve also sent one of our 
pastors off to plant so, for the size church we 
are, we’re thinly stretched in terms of full-
time workers.  But we long to see more people 
come to know Jesus through this church and 
so we need to keep on investing time, energy 
and money into the work here. Here are some 
key things to be praying for in the year ahead 
(and these are just some of the ministries 
which your giving helps to sustain and grow): 
•  There’s something special about all of us 

getting together on Sunday to worship God 

together. We’d love for all our congregations to 
keep on growing and for God’s Word to remain 
at the center of all we do. 

•  We want to remain a warm, welcoming church, 
where outsiders can find answers to the 
biggest questions of life. We’ve seen so many 
new people visit us in 2022, and we want them 
all to build close Christian friendships here and 
get well connected to church life.

•  We have nearly 300 people in Fellowship 
Groups and we want to keep on providing our 
groups with excellent teaching resources.

•  We need to keep on training ministry interns, 
because we know the harvest is plentiful and 
there is a need for more workers in the harvest 
field. 

•  Our Kids and Youth ministries (on Sundays and 
Fridays) are vital for reaching and discipling 
the next generation.

All in all, three words can remind us of our 
mission in the coming year: 

JESUS. Our trust is in Him, alone.

PEOPLE. We seek to love people, 
both inside and outside the church, the 
way He did.

ETERNITY. We live with hope, for 
the eternity He has secured for us.

So please carefully consider your giving to 
Gracefields. Read on for more information about 
how and why to do that.
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WE NEED TO 
RENEW AND 
REPAIR OUR 
BUILDINGS…

…we want you to know about the grace that God has given the 
Macedonian churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their 
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 
For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond 
their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the 
privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people.”   2 Corinthians 8:1–4

Ministries need spaces, and those spaces can have a positive 
(or negative!) impact on those ministries. In 2015 we revamped 
the interior of our main hall and it made a huge difference to 
ministries that happen there. It’s now time to improve and 
freshen up our exterior spaces. We can also do some simple 
things to our foyer, to make it a more welcoming space for 
guests. Oh… and our church roof needs repairing and the church 
office (urgently!) needs a better IT infrastructure.

50%

“
TOTAL PROJECT COST = R850 000
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Apart from some grants for our church plants, we 
don't receive income from outside organisations 
or church denominations. We therefore rely 
almost entirely on giving from congregation 
members to fund the ministries of Gracefields 
Church, Southreach Church (Muizenberg) and 
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God’s mission
We live in the age of the great commission of Jesus: to make

disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18-20). God is accomplishing
this through his church, by his Spirit today. By financially

supporting gospel work, we can start new ministries and free up
the necessary people to lead and teach, to enable us to work

together to grow God’s church.

This life is short and the one to come is eternal. Our use of finances
reflects our priorities. If we value the eternal priorities of God, this
will be seen in our giving. This world is not our home, so let’s take
these words of Jesus seriously: “Do not lay up for yourselves

treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves
break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven”

(Matthew 6:19–20)

God’s eternal priorities

God’s commands
We give because we want our lives to align with the commands of
the God who has saved us. The love of money has been a stumbling
block for many and so Jesus warned that it is impossible to serve
both God and material wealth (Matthew 6:24). By obeying God’s
commands to be generous with our resources (in the midst of a
very materialistic culture) we show the transformation He has

brought in our lives.

Everything we do, is to be done for the glory of God (1 Cor
10:31). More specifically, the Apostle Paul refers to the financial
gifts of the Philippians as ‘a fragrant offering, an acceptable
sacrifice, pleasing to God’ (Philippians 4:18). In other words, the
act of giving our money away is a spiritual act by which we

worship and glorify God.

God’s glory

God has been supremely generous to us in giving his one and
only Son, to die for us. This amazing, eternal gift should be a
primary motivation for our giving. “For you know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might

become rich.” (2 Cor 8:9)
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The New Testament never names a specific
amount that we should give. Rather, it
simply tells us to be generous in proportion
to our income (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).
This means that a widow’s coin can be more
generous than a rich person’s gift, even if the
widow’s coin is a smaller amount (Luke 21:1-4).
God wants our giving to be cheerful and
sacrificial - flowing from thankfulness, faith and
love for him and others.

In the Old Testament, God’s people were
encouraged to give a tithe (10%) of their income
back to him. But the tithe isn’t a law that applies to
us, who are under grace. As those who have been
enriched in every way by the generosity of Jesus,
the New Testament helps Christians to see the tithe
as a guide from which we can launch into sacrificial
generosity. In other words, if you want to know what
generosity looks like, why not try starting with a
tithe and work from there?


