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SERMON NOTES ON PHILIPPIANS 3:17-4:1 

Citizenship now and 
forever

2



STUDY 1

Citizenship now 
and forever  

Philippians 3:17-4:1 

3

1.  If you could choose a citizenship of any one county, which one would it be 
and which one would it definitely not be? Why? 

In Philippians 3:1-6, the Apostle Paul warns the church against those who have 
“confidence in the flesh” and promote a religion built on this confidence (following 
Jewish customs and laws). In Phil. 3:7-14, Paul explains his way of life as he follows 
Christ… 

Read Philippians 3:7-4:1… 

1.  Looking at vv. 7-11… what is Paul’s greatest desire / mission or goal now? 
What future hope motivates this way of life? Put it in your own words. 

2.  Knowing Paul’s goal / mission, how does he live his life now? (vv. 12-14; cf. 
Phil. 1:20-21)

3.  Having shown his way of life, what does he call the church to do (3:15-17; 4:1; 
cf. Phil. 1:27)?

4.  In Phil. 3:18-21, Paul gives us reasons why we should follow him. Discuss the 
comparison of the two citizenships…

Investigate

Citizenship of this world (Phil. 3:18-19) Citizenship in heaven (Phil. 3:20-21)

Which citizenship (and the way of life it demands) is better? Why?
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1.  Consider Paul’s description of “enemies of the cross” in Phil. 3:18-19… 

 a)   How have you possibly prioritized the things mentioned here?

 b)  How can these things cloud us / hinder us from “knowing Christ Jesus” 
(3:8) and “straining forward” to “press on” in following Jesus (3:13)?

 C)   What is the ultimate danger if our lives are fixated on “earthly things”? 

2.  Notice, our “citizenship in heaven” is something we have now. Knowing that 
this is our identity, how does it shape…

 a)   What we personally prioritise now. How can you imitate Paul’s example 
(at work, home, and in the surrounding community)? (What did Paul and 
the church prioritise? Cf. Phil. 1:18-21; 3:7-14; 4:14-18)

 b)   How we use and invest our time, ability, and money?

 c) What we should be focused on as a church family?

 d)  How we disciple our children?

 d)  Where our hope is now?

3. How do you become a “citizen” of heaven? (Phil. 3:9)

4.  How does our future hope liberate us to live for Jesus now? 

5.  Citizenship in heaven is something we can share with others by sharing the 
gospel. Share with your group 2 or 3 people who are not yet Christians, 
who you would like to pray for, invite to church events or perhaps share the 
gospel with. (Go round half the group this week and half next week) 

 
“Do not speak of Jesus Christ, and yet set your desires on the world”

(Ignatius of Antioch, 1st Century)

Thinking & Living
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1. Praise God for our “citizenship in heaven” (Phil. 3:20) and the 
hope we have in Jesus. Our end is not “destruction” or “death”, but 
the transformation of our lowly body to be like Jesus’ glorious body. 

2. Praise God for the joy of knowing Jesus: “the power of His 
resurrection”, the joy of sharing “his suffering, becoming like him in 
his death” so that we “may attain the resurrection from the dead” 
(Phil. 3:10-11). Praise God we receive this gift by faith in Christ. 

3. Pray for one another and our church family…

 •  That we would imitate Paul’s example: “To live is Christ, to 
die is gain” (Phil. 1:21) as he followed Jesus’ example (Phil. 
2:5-11)

 •  That we would live lives: “worthy of the Gospel of Christ… 
standing firm in one spirit” (Phil. 1:27; 4:1)

 •  That we would strive to “know” Christ and proclaim “Christ” 
(Phil. 1:18; 3:10-11); partnering in the Gospel together (Phil. 
1:5; 4:14-18)

 •  That our hope in Christ would not be eclipsed by 
worshipping or pursuing “earthly things” (Phil. 3:18-19). 

4.  Pray for our children. Specifically, that they would know Christ, 
follow Christ, be filled with the hope of Christ at a young age. 
That their priorities would be shaped by the Gospel and their 
citizenship in heaven. 

5.  If you’ve received it, read through the pledge pack  
information, pray about it and then plan your giving  
for the coming 12 months.

Points to Pray 
(now and during the week)… 
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SERMON NOTES ON 1 CORINTHIANS 15:35-58 

Resurrection and Work
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STUDY 2

Investigate

Resurrection and Work 
1 Corinthians 15:35-58 

1.  When you hear “resurrection”, what do you think? How does the belief in 
the “resurrection” impact life now?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-44… Analogies of the Resurrection

 1.  What objection did those who deny the resurrection make? What 
bothered them about the idea of the “resurrection of the dead”? (v. 35)

 2.  How do Paul’s two analogies help us understand the future resurrection? 
(vv. 36-44)

Read 1 Corinthians 15:45-49… The Body of Adam vs. the Body of Christ 
 
 3.  What contrast do we see between the bodies of the first Adam and the 

last Adam (Christ)? (Vv. 45-49)

Adam (psychikos – “natural”) - seed Christ (pneumatikos – “spiritual”) – plant

Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-58… The Necessity of the Resurrection 

 1.  Why is it necessary that our bodies should be “changed” to become like 
Jesus’ body? (v. 50)

 2. What will happen to our bodies when Jesus returns? (vv. 51-57) 
 
 3.  What is the main implication Paul draws from all this detailed teaching on 

the resurrection? (v. 58)
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Thinking & Living

Paul desires the Corinthian Church to “stand firm” in what they originally believed 
(the death and resurrection of Jesus; 15:1-2) (v. 58; cf. 16:13). 

 1.  Do you believe this teaching about the resurrection? What are some 
highlights for you?

 2.  Due to the resurrection, our labour “in the Lord” is not futile (1 Cor. 
15:58). What does work “in the Lord” look like? Discuss the passages 
from 1 Corinthians below (how would they apply to you personally and 
as a church family here at Gracefields) …  

Our main message 
to the world

“For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you 
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2)

How you control 
your body and live 
your daily life…

“The body is… for the Lord, and the Lord for the body… 
Glorify God with your body” (1 Cor. 6:13, 20)

“So whatever you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it 
all for the glory of God… I am not seeking my own good 
but the good of many, so that they may be saved. Follow 
my example, as I follow the example of Christ” (1 Cor. 
10:31-11:1)

How you view your 
present situation…

“The time is short. From now on those who have wives 
should live as if they had none; those who mourn, as if 
they did not; those who are happy, as if they were not; 
those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep; 
those who use things of the world, as if not engrossed in 
them. For this world in its present form is passing away” 
(1 Cor. 7:29-31)

How you relate 
to others in your 
church family…

“Love builds up” (1 Cor. 8:1)
“Love never ends” (1 Cor. 13:8)
“Follow the way of love… all these must be done for 
building up of the church” (1 Cor. 14:26)
“Do everything in love” (1 Cor. 16:14)
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  3.  How does the certainty of the resurrection help shape your view of 
your own work / career / responsibilities / retirement in this world?

  4.  How can we make the most of our “resources” to contribute to the 
work of the Lord? 

 5.  As per last week: Citizenship in heaven is something we can share with 
others by sharing the gospel. Share with your group 2 or 3 people 
who are not yet Christians, who you would like to pray for, invite to 
church events or perhaps share the gospel with. (Go round the group 
members who didn't get to share last week)

  a)     Contacts with unbelievers (friends, family, work colleagues, school 
or extramural activities)

  b)     Our time, gifts (abilities) and finances in local church ministry and 
cross-cultural mission
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1.  Praise God for the hope of the future resurrection of Jesus. 
Praise God that whatever we do for the Lord has eternal 
significance! Pray that this reality (our future resurrection) would 
be more central in your day-to-day life and decisions. 

2.  Pray for wisdom as you “work out” what it means to labour for 
the Lord in your personal life. Use the table in “Thinking and 
Living” as a grid to pray for the following areas…

 • Home / family / friends
 • Work / relationships / community
 • Church family / ministries 

3.  Pray for Gospel opportunities where you can talk about your 
hope in Jesus. Pray for awareness and sensitivity in spotting and 
using opportunities to point others to Jesus.  

4.  If you’ve received it, read through the pledge pack information, 
pray about and then plan your giving for the coming 12 months

5.  Pray for our missions’ partners and church plants (Ubabalo 
neThemba Church and South Reach). Let 1 Corinthians 15 and 
passages on work “in the Lord” shape how you pray for these 
mission works. 

6.  Pray for our country. As people might feel hopeless regarding 
the future, that they would find hope in the Gospel of Jesus. 
Specifically, hope in the resurrection of Jesus and the Kingdom 
He will usher in at His return. Pray that God might use you to 
share that hope with others.

7.  Pray for people you might know who are battling with long-term 
or terminal illness and frailty. As our bodies fail (as the seed is 
sown), pray that our vision of the future resurrection (the plant 
that will grow) would be enlarged and our hope grow as 
well. Pray that the hope of the resurrection would speak 
comfort to those who are suffering in this way. 

Points to Pray 
(now and during the week)… 
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INTRODUCTION

The Transfiguration  
(Matthew 17:1-27)

Suffering before Glory

In Matthew 16:21, Jesus revealed that the Messiah must, “suffer many things from the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised”. The 
idea of a suffering and murdered Messiah was too bitter a pill to swallow for Peter 
and the disciples (16:22). Even so, Jesus calls them to follow His example: “If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me” (16:24). 
Tied to this call is also a promise to the disciples: “Truly, I say to you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom” (16:28). 

The disciples might find this pattern disturbing, but “after six days” (17:1) Jesus keeps 
His promise that they will see “the Son of Man coming in His Kingdom” (16:28). Jesus’ 
transfiguration (a glimpse of His glory: “his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became white as light” [17:2]) underscores that Jesus’ words are true.

Mountain Tops, God and the Prophets: “God with us” fulfilling the Old Testament   

Jesus does far more than just reveal His glory or splendour as the Son of Man. In 17:3, 
the disciples see: “Moses and Elijah, talking with him” (17:3). It is clear that the disciples 
don’t quite understand this, Peter even suggesting setting up camp (like Israel did at 
Sinai) (17:4). And we might be wondering the same: why a high mountain, Moses and 
Elijah? 

It is important to note that mountains play quite a significant role in Matthew’s 
Gospel. In Matt. 5:1, Jesus gathered His disciples on a mountain and gave His law 
(as God and Moses did with Israel at Sinai during the Exodus). In Matt. 15:29ff, Jesus 
gathered the gentiles at a mountain and fed them (as God and Moses did with Israel 
at Sinai). After His resurrection, Jesus will also gather His people on a mountain to 
commission them to: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:16-20). 

Both Moses and Elijah met with God on a mountain (cf. Ex. 3:1; 19:1ff; 1 Kgs. 19:7ff). 
Both Moses and Elijah were significant prophetic figures in redemptive history. At 
Jesus’ first mountain moment, He claimed: “Do not think that I have come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them” (Matt. 5:17). 
Now, while transfigured in His glory, talking to Moses and Elijah, God the Father 
declares: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” (17:5). 
This declaration is followed by this description: “when they lifted up their eyes, they saw 
no one but Jesus only” (17:8). 
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What are we supposed to make of this? As promised and declared by Jesus and the 
Father, Jesus is the fulfilment of the prophetic voice of the Old Testament and God’s 
final voice to His people. He is the ultimate “prophet like” Moses (Deut. 18:5). Yet, He 
is more than just a prophet. He is the Father’s “beloved Son”. He is “God with us” (Matt. 
1:23). Or to borrow from John’s Gospel, He is: “The Word” Himself (Jn. 1:1-3). What 
Matthew is revealing in the narrative is declared by Hebrews 1:1-2: “Long ago, at many 
times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days 
he has spoken to us by his Son”. Some of the disciples, as Jesus promised, received a 
first glimpse of His divine majesty and authority. 

His Mission

Strangely, after this incredible revelation, Jesus commands His disciples to keep 
this a secret: “until the Son of Man is raised from the dead” (17:9). We would think 
Jesus would stay gloriously transfigured (tabernacling as God’s glorious presence 
did during the Exodus), but He doesn’t. The reason is tied to His mission being 
incomplete. The next two “mountain” experiences of Jesus will be the “Mount of 
Olives” prior to His passion (26:30) and at Galilee after His resurrection (28:16). 

Bizarrely, the disciples don’t ask Jesus about this, but rather about the prophecy 
regarding Elijah (17:10). They have seen Elijah just now and it is stated in Malachi 4:5, 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD 
comes”. They are still focused on “glory”. So, is this the “awesome day of the LORD”? It is 
clear people have been wondering about Jesus being “Elijah” (16:14). 
Interestingly, Jesus uses their question to draw them to the reason His glory should 
be concealed. Affirming that Elijah had already come to prepare the hearts of God’s 
people for Yahweh’s arrival (God with us) in “John the Baptist” (11:13), Jesus focuses on 
John the Baptist’s suffering and death. Importantly, Jesus states that Elijah (John the 
Baptist) is not only a forerunner of His arrival, but also of His suffering (14:3; 17:12-13). 
Jesus will repeat this in 17:22-23 (cf. 16:21). 

We might know Jesus has come to “save His people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). Yet, 
why the necessity of death and resurrection? Although this will become clearer at 
the Passover Supper (16:28), we are given two narratives that illustrate what will 
happen through the Cross. In the first narrative Jesus delivers a person who is demon 
possessed (17:14-20). In the second narrative, Jesus uses the issue of temple tax to 
point to sonship and liberty (17:25-26). 

Even though the disciples probably did not puzzle all this together in the moment 
(hence Jesus asking for silence), after the resurrection of Jesus and the coming of 
the Spirit, these events began to say something to the disciples. Matthew, looking 
at these events in hindsight (filled with the Spirit), can finally see what Jesus was 
showing them. Ultimately, it will be through Jesus’ death (absorbing our debt of sin, 
forgiving us, 26:28) and resurrection from the dead that we will be liberated from the 
bondage of death and the prince of this world, receiving the adoption of sons in God’s 
family, and the freedom of being a son of God’s kingdom.

Yet, how do you receive His blessing? How do you become a son of God and enter His 
kingdom? How are you supposed to live as a son with the royal family of Jesus? This is 
what Matthew 18 focuses on…  
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SERMON NOTES ON MATTHEW 18:1-9    

Entering and Staying in 
the Kingdom
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STUDY 8

1.  Normally, we become part of a family by birth, adoption, or marriage. 
How do you become part of God’s family? 

Investigate

Entering and Staying in  
the Kingdom

Matthew 18:1-9

In Matthew 16:17, Jesus seems to elevate Peter above the other disciples. At the 
transfiguration, Jesus only brings “Peter and James and John” (17:1) and would 
then enter into a private discussion with Peter (17:24-27). Yet, they seem to 
have forgotten who they are: fisherman, tax collectors and sinners whom Jesus 
welcomed (Matt. 4:18; 9:9-13)… 

Read Matthew 18:1-9… 

1.  What do the disciples ask (18:1)? Why would they be concerned about this? 
(Matt. 20:25)

2.  Jesus’ response to them might be strange to us… (vv. 2-5)
 
 a)    What does He mean in vv. 2-4? Have a go at explaining his teaching here 

in your own words
 
 b)    How should the disciples respond to someone who comes to Jesus “like a 

child”? Why should they respond in this way? (v. 5)

3. The greatest danger a “child” of God faces is “to stumble” (vv. 6-9)…

 a)    What does it mean “to stumble”?

 a)    What are the consequences for those who cause someone else to 
stumble? (vv. 6-9) 

 a)    How would you put the teaching of vv. 8-9 in your own words?(vv. 8-9)
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As the church reaches out to a broken world, making disciples from broken 
people (Matt. 28:18-20), we can expect more broken people, just like ourselves, 
to enter our church family…

 1. In summary, what is wrong with the disciples’ question (v. 1)?

 2. In what ways do you tend to pursue status and “greatness” in life?

 3. How does Jesus’ teaching challenge…

  a)   Who you welcome / invite to church?
  b)   Whom you include in your friendship circles?
  c)   How we treat one another in God’s family?  

People usually turn away from following Christ, for one of two reasons: a) they 
have been hurt by the sin of someone else (vv. 6-7) or b) they’ve been ensnared 
by their own sin (vv. 8-9) …

4.  Can you think of any ways in which you might be causing another 
Christian to stumble? What will you do to change?

5.  Jesus uses violent language regarding how we should respond to 
temptation…

  a)   Why can’t we “flirt” with temptation? 
  b)  What are some of your regular temptations? 
  c)    What is your “battle plan” against temptation? Share with 

the group what has helped you in your fight against sin and 
temptation 

  d)    Can you think of any ways in which we could help each other, in 
fighting temptation to sin?

“Our own evil inclinations are far more dangerous than any external enemies”
(Ambrose of Milan, 4th Century)

Thinking & Living
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1.  Confess to God where you might have pursued greatness as 
the disciples have. Pray that God would apply Jesus’ example 
of humility and self-sacrificial service to our own hearts and 
lives (Phil. 2:1-12). 

2.  Pray for our Welcome Teams at the 8am, 10am and 6pm. 
Welcome teams are the “sharp end” of our church family 
showing hospitality to “little children”. Pray for wisdom and a 
sharp eye for newcomers who come as “a child”.

3.  Pray for our hospitality teams who serve tea/coffee at the 
8am, 10am and 6pm. A great deal of welcome and love is 
demonstrated in how we serve one another after the service. 

4.  Pray for our church family. Specifically, pray that we would be 
a church marked by welcoming “little children” into our family. 
It is not just a welcome team’s responsibility to be welcoming, 
but every member. 

5.  Pray for our church plants (Ubabalo neThemba Church 
and Southreach). Pray in line with Matthew 18:1-9, a warm 
welcome and growth in more “little children” coming from 
Masiphumalele and Muizenberg. Also, God’s protection from 
stumbling (Matt. 6:13). 

6.  Pray for each person in your Fellowship Group. Specifically, 
use Matthew 18:6-9 as a guide. We need God the Father’s 
protection from temptation (Matt. 6:13).

Points to Pray 
(now and during the week)… 
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The Spirit World: Angels 
by Thomas Sappington 
Definition
The term “angels” refers to spiritual beings who were created by God before the 
world was created for the purposes of worshipping him and accomplishing his will. 
Angels were given the ability to choose whether to follow God’s will and to obey his 
commands, and a certain faction followed Satan in his rebellion against the Lord. 
In the New Testament, these rebellious angels are referred to most commonly as 
“demons” or “unclean spirits.” Most angels, however, chose to follow God and obey 
his commands.

Summary
This article summarizes the main Old and New Testament teachings regarding 
angels who did not rebel with Satan. It examines some of the characteristics of 
angels, demonstrating that they are spiritual in nature, that they are righteous and 
blameless, that they are mighty and powerful, and that they possess an abundance of 
wisdom. It then turns to examine some of the roles angels play in Scripture, including 
offering worship to God, serving as messengers from God to humans, assisting in 
accomplishing God’s redemptive purposes, helping and protecting God’s people, and 
executing God’s judgment.

The Nature of Angels
Angels are spiritual in nature.
Angels are supernatural spiritual beings created by God (Neh 9:6) who can move 
between heaven and earth (Gen 28:12; cf. John 1:51). Usually they are invisible 
to human beings, but they can make themselves known either in a form that is 
indistinguishable from that of humans (Gen 19:1–5; Judg 13:3, 6, 8, 10–11, 16, 21; Heb 
13:2) or as glorious heavenly beings (Matt 28:3; cf. Luke 2:9; 2Cor 11:14). However, they 
differ from humans in that they do not marry or procreate, nor do they experience 
death (Mark 12:25; Luke 20:35–36). One notable passage in this regard is 2 Kings 
6:16–17, where the king of Aram sent “a strong force” to surround the city where 
Elisha was staying, so that Elisha’s servant was afraid (2Kgs 6:13–15). Then in verse 17, 
Elisha prayed, “‘Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.’ Then the Lord opened the 
servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all 
around Elisha.”

Angels are righteous and blameless.
The angels who refused to follow Satan are also righteous and blameless in character. 
One helpful passage in this regard is 1 Samuel 29:8–9a: “And David said to Achish, 
‘But what have I done? What have you found in your servant from the day I entered 
your service until now, that I may not go and fight against the enemies of my lord the 
king?’ And Achish answered David and said, ‘I know that you are as blameless in my 
sight as an angel of God.’” This simile (i.e., blameless as an angel) clearly indicates 
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that the angels of God were viewed as possessing righteous characters which led 
naturally to blameless behaviour. This is consistent with the New Testament passages 
that refer to “the holy angels” (Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26; Rev 14:10).

Angels are mighty and powerful.
Certainly Psalm 103:20 strongly suggests that angels are far more powerful than 
humans: “Praise the Lord, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who 
obey his word.” They are also described in Scripture as “principalities and powers,” 
terms that suggest power and might. In addition, in 2 Peter 2:10b–11 the apostle 
informs his readers that false teachers were “bold and arrogant” in heaping abuse on 
celestial beings, in spite of the fact that “even angels, although they are stronger and 
more powerful,” would not do that. They recognize that judgment comes from the 
Lord.

Angels possess an abundance of wisdom.
Certain passages in Scripture imply that angels have a measure of wisdom, especially 
in discerning good and evil, that is beyond that of human beings. In 2 Samuel 14, 
Joab attempts to repair the relationship between David and his third son, Absalom. 
In order to accomplish this, Joab enlists the help of “a wise woman” from Tekoa and 
sends her to David. After telling a fictional story in the hope of moving the king to 
bring back his banished son, she says to David in verse 17, “…May the word of my 
lord the king secure my inheritance, for my lord the king is like an angel of God in 
discerning good and evil.” This understanding is consistent with another reference to 
the wisdom of angels that is found in 2 Samuel 14:20.

The Roles Angels Play in God’s Plan  
for Humanity
Angels offer worship to God.
Angels regularly offer worship to God in the heavenly realms, but on one occasion 
a group of shepherds were given a glimpse of the heavenly chorus of praise offered 
by the angelic host (Luke 2:13–14). As Luke wrote, “Suddenly a great company of 
the heavenly host appeared with the angel praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God 
in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.’” 
This fulfils the psalmist’s call in Psalm 148:2: “Praise him, all his angels; praise him, 
all his heavenly hosts.” This glimpse of angelic worship is only a foretaste of the 
glorious praise that is described in the Book of Revelation. In Revelation 5:11–12, John 
describes a spectacular scene: “Angels numbering ten thousand times ten thousand 
encircle the throne, and in a loud voice they call out, ‘Worthy is the Lamb who was 
slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honour and glory 
and praise!’” Then, in Revelation 5:13–14, John writes, “Then I heard every creature 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, 
saying, ‘To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honour and 
glory and power for ever and ever!’ The four living creatures said, ‘Amen,’ and the 
elders fell down and worshipped.”
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Angels serve as messengers from God to humans.
Many examples of this role are found in both the Old and the New Testaments, 
which is not surprising given the fact that the Hebrew term that is translated “angel” 
is mal’ak, which etymologically refers to a messenger. One important passage in 
this regard is found in the narrative of the sacrifice of Isaac in Genesis 22. Just as 
Abraham was about to slay his son in obedience to God’s command, “…the angel of 
the Lord called out to him from heaven, stopping him from killing Isaac (Gen 22:11–12). 
Then, in Genesis 22:15–18, the angel of the Lord reiterates what was said in Genesis 
22:12, namely his promise that Abraham will be blessed and that through his offspring 
“all nations on earth will be blessed.”

Other examples of angels fulfilling this role include angels urging Lot and his family 
to flee the city of Sodom (Gen 19:12–13), encouraging Hagar regarding her son (Gen 
21:17), sending Moses to bring the Israelites out of Egypt (Exod 3:1–4:17), promising 
to send an angel before them to drive out the current occupants of the promised 
land (Exod 33:2), and ordering Gad to tell David to build an altar to the Lord (1Chr 
21:18–19).

In the New Testament, angels also fulfil this role. For example, in Matthew 1:20 
Joseph is told not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife. In Matthew 2:13, an angel 
appears to Joseph in a dream and instructs him to take Mary and Jesus and escape to 
Egypt. Then, in Matthew 2:19–20 an angel appears in a dream to Joseph, telling him to 
take his wife and child and return to the land of Israel. Also, in Luke’s gospel an angel 
is sent to Zechariah to announce John’s coming birth (Luke 1:11–17), and later the 
angel Gabriel is sent to announce Jesus’s upcoming birth (Luke 1:26–38). Once Jesus 
was born, an angel announced his birth to a group of shepherds who were keeping 
watch over their flocks near Bethlehem (Luke 2:8–12), and then “a great company of 
the heavenly host” appeared and gave glory to God (Luke 2:13–14). Luke 24:23 also 
informs us that after the women visited the tomb and found that Jesus’s body was 
gone, they saw a vision of angels, “who said he was alive.”

Angels assist in accomplishing God’s redemptive purposes.
This role is frequently played by angels in both the Old and the New Testaments. 
One example from the narratives about the patriarchs (Gen 24:1–67) has to do with 
acquiring a wife for Isaac from his country, namely Mesopotamia. Abraham was 
confident of success due to his faith in God and told his servant in Genesis 24:7 (cf. 
Gen 24:40) that God “…will send his angel before you so that you can get a wife for 
my son from there.” When his servant arrived in Abraham’s country, and specifically 
in the town of Nahor, he prayed, asking God to give him success (24:12). After using 
a simple test, it was clear to Abraham’s servant and to the members of Rebekah’s 
family that “This is from the Lord” (24:50). While nothing further is mentioned about 
the angel referred to by Abraham, he clearly believed that this angel was involved in 
making his journey a success.

Another example of this role is mentioned in Stephen’s speech in Acts 7:38 (cf. Acts 
7:53; Gal 3:19), this time in relation to the giving of the law through Moses: “He was 
in the assembly in the wilderness, with the angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, 
and with our ancestors; and he received living words to pass on to us.” As the apostle 
Paul stated it in Galatians 3:19, “The law was given through angels and entrusted to a 
mediator.” It is undeniable that the giving of the law was an important event when it 
comes to God’s redemptive purposes, and angels clearly played a significant role at 
this point in salvation history.
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Other examples of the activities of angels to further God’s redemptive purposes 
are present in Scripture, including sending an angel before God’s people to drive out 
the current inhabitants of the promised land (Exod 33:2). Also important is Isaiah’s 
statement, “In all their distress he too was distressed, and the angel of his presence 
saved them. In his love and mercy he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried 
them all the days of old” (63:9).

One final example of an angel furthering God’s redemptive purposes is found in 
Acts 10:3–8 (cf. Acts 10:30–33), where an angel speaks to Cornelius in a vision and 
instructs him to send men to bring back Peter from Joppa. This intervention by the 
angel in question opens the way for Gentiles to hear the gospel and to receive the 
Holy Spirit without circumcision and keeping the law of Moses. All this led, ultimately, 
to the decision that was made at the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15. Without these 
events and the decision that was made at the council, the spread of the gospel 
among Gentiles would have been drastically reduced.

Angels help and protect God’s people.
This role is clearly identified in Genesis 48:15–16, where, in Israel’s blessing of Joseph 
and his sons, he speaks of “the God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day, 
the angel who has delivered me from all harm.” In the end the angel acted as he did 
so that God’s purposes could be accomplished in and through Joseph and his sons.
Another significant example of this role is also found in the Old Testament, where 
God sent an angel to bring the Israelites out of Egypt (Num 20:16) and to protect 
them as they were about to cross the Red Sea. At that point God commanded Moses 
to part the sea so the people could cross through on dry ground (Exod. 14:15–18), and 
the narrative describes what happened next:

Then the angel of God, who had been travelling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew 
and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind 
them, coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. (Exod. 14:19–20a)

The purpose of the movement described in verses 19–20a is clear; it kept the 
armies of Egypt away from the people of Israel so that they had time to cross through 
the Red Sea without being attacked from the rear. However, not only did “the angel 
of God” go behind his people, but the Lord also sent “an angel” ahead of his people. 
He described the angel’s mission to the people in Exodus 23:20 (cf. Exod 33:2) as 
follows: “to guard you along the way and to bring you to the place I have prepared.” 
However, God also warned them to submit to the angel’s leading and to walk in 
obedience:

Pay attention to him and listen to what he says. Do not rebel against him; he will 
not forgive your rebellion, since my Name is in him. If you listen carefully to what he 
says and do all that I say, I will be an enemy to your enemies and will oppose those 
who oppose you. My angel will go ahead of you and bring you into the land of the 
Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites and Jebusites, and I will wipe them 
out. (23:21–23; cf. 33:2)

By protecting God’s people, the angel was furthering God’s redemptive program, 
and the people were instructed to follow him because God’s “Name”—his presence 
and by implication, his authority—is with the angel.
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Two additional examples of this role are present in the accounts of Balaam, both 
when “the angel of the Lord” stood in the road to oppose him” (Num 22:22a), and in 
Numbers 22:35 (cf. Num 22:38) when he told Balaam to “speak only what I tell you.” 
These actions certainly help and protect God’s people from Balaam’s curses. Another 
specific example of God sending his angel to protect and deliver his servants can be 
seen in the example of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego (Dan 3:28; 6:22).

Angels execute God’s judgment.
Obedience to God’s commands is critical as is emphasized in Exodus 32. Following 
the incident in which Israel sinned by constructing and worshipping the golden calf, 
we read in Exodus 32:33–34:

The Lord replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of my 
book. Now go, lead the people to the place I spoke of, and my angel will go before 
you. However, when the time comes for me to punish, I will punish them for their sin.”

Although the angel was ready to protect God’s people from their enemies, 
he was not there to protect them from the consequences of their own sin and 
unfaithfulness to the covenant. If they desired to experience the blessings promised 
in Deuteronomy, they needed to follow the directions of the angel who was assigned 
to protect them and to lead them into the promised land.

The actions of angels to execute God’s judgment are mentioned explicitly as 
well in 2 Samuel 24:15–16 (cf. 1Chr 21:12), where the Lord sent a plague on Israel as 
punishment for David’s sin of counting his fighting men. However, his purpose was 
to punish them for their sin, not to destroy them. As it says in verse 16, “When the 
angel stretched out his hand to destroy Jerusalem, the Lord relented concerning the 
disaster and said to the angel who was afflicting the people, ‘Enough!’”

Other examples of angels fulfilling this role are numerous. A significant text that 
refers to God’s judgment by means of angels is 2 Kings 19:35: “That night the angel 
of the Lord went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand in the 
Assyrian camp” (cf. 2Chr 32:21; Isa 37:36). Also, in Psalm 35:5–6, the psalmist is 
referring to those among God’s people who were seeking David’s life when he writes, 
“May they be like chaff before the wind, with the angel of the Lord driving them away; 
may their paths be dark and slippery, with the angel of the Lord pursuing them.” Also 
important is Psalm 78:49, which refers in context to God’s unleashing his wrath and 
indignation on the unrighteous in Israel, all by the hand of “a company of destroying 
angels.”

All the examples surveyed above involve the execution of judgments within history. 
One should also consider the role angels play in the eschatological judgment. In the 
Parable of the Sower, for example, Jesus’s explanation in Matthew 13:39 makes it clear 
that “the harvesters are angels.” At the end of the age, we read in Matthew 13:41, “The 
Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything 
that causes sin and all who do evil.” This “harvesting” leads to “weeping and gnashing 
of teeth” for evildoers (13:42), while in verse 43 it is promised that “the righteous will 
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” Other relevant passages include 
Matthew 13:49, 16:27, 24:31, 25:3–46, Mark 8:38, and Luke 12:8. One thing, however, is 
clear: what brings joy to the angels is when a sinner repents and puts his or her faith 
in Christ (Luke 15:10), responding in line with God’s missional purposes and brings 
glory to his name.
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SERMON NOTES ON MATTHEW 18:10-14

A Heart for the Stray
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STUDY 9

Investigate

A Heart for the Stray
Matthew 18:10-14 

1.  Temptation is a reality (18:6-9) and Christians do stumble. Yet, what should 
be our attitude towards someone we know has sinned? 

Jesus’ mission is to “save His people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). Jesus has come, 
“to call… sinners” (Matt. 9:13). His heart to the crowds was compassion (cf. Matt. 
9:36-38; 14:14); seeking the lost sheep of Israel (Matt. 10:6). Jesus has called His 
disciples (the church) to join Him in His mission (Matt. 10:1)….

Read Matthew 18:10-14… 

1.  What should be our attitude towards “little ones” who stumble? (v. 10)

 a)   How have the religious leaders demonstrated the wrong attitude? (cf. 
Matt. 9:9-13)

2.  Why should this be our attitude? List the motivations given in vv. 11-14. 

 a)   How has Jesus demonstrated this attitude? (cf. Matt. 9:36)
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Thinking & Living
Tragically, Israel’s religious leaders mirror their ancestors’ disdain for the sheep of 
Israel (Ezk. 34:1-6). Yet, Yahweh, the God of Israel, promised to come to gather 
His flock and feed them Himself (Ezk. 34:7ff). Jesus is “God with us” (Matt. 1:23) 
who has come to gather His flock. Yet, He calls His disciples to join Him as good 
shepherds (Matt. 10:6; 28:18-20).  

1.  To “disdain” someone who has stumbled can manifest in many ways. How do 
the following responses to someone’s sin contradict Jesus’ heart / attitude?

  a)   Gloating over / rejoicing in someone’s fall (a common phenomenon on 
social media)

  b)    Gossiping about someone’s fall (usually in conversations where the person 
is not present and with no consideration to “reach out” to the person. The 
aim is slander and defamation: to smear their name)

 c)    Avoiding a person (as if you can be “contaminated” by them or afraid to be 
seen in association with them)

  d)    Judging someone (usually as a “final” pronouncement, as if repentance 
and restoration is impossible)

 e)    Comparing / measuring yourself against someone (usually to view yourself 
as “better”, cf. 2 Cor. 10:12)

2.  The religious leaders of Israel were guilty of the above attitudes and actions. 
What does Jesus consistently accuse them of (cf. Matt. 15:7-9; 22:18; 23:13, 15, 
23, 25, 29)? Why is this the case? 

3.  What have we seen of God the Father’s heart for “little ones” (cf. Matt. 11:25-
26; 18:14)? Why is this encouraging? 

4.  Has there ever been a time when you were stumbling / wandering away? How 
did God find you and bring you back?

5.  Do you know someone at Gracefields who might be stumbling? How has this 
passage challenged your attitude towards them? How will you mirror God’s 
heart in the situation?

6.  A family question: at school there are always children who are avoided, 
gossiped about or treated as outcasts. How can you disciple your children to 
mirror Jesus’ heart for them? 
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Points to Pray 
(now and during the week)… 

1.  Think of people you know who are “stumbling” in their walk with 
Jesus…

  a)   Pray that God would move your heart with the same 
compassion He has for “little ones”. Pray that you would look 
at them as God looks at them. 

  b)   Confess where you might have “disdained” them in your heart. 
Pray that God would help you see that you too are “poor in 
spirit” (Matt. 5:3) and have “a plank in your own eye” (Matt. 
7:3). 

  c)   Pray for wisdom and courage as you plan to reach out to them 
(Matt. 10:16).

2.  Pray for the Gracefields church family: that our gatherings and 
ministries mirror God’s heart for “little ones”. 

3.  Pray for the children of our church family. That they would 
witness to God’s love at school in how they relate to other 
children (specifically the outcasts who are pushed aside).

4.  Pray for Peter Laubscher and the Leprosy Mission. The social 
stigma surrounding leprosy remains powerful. Pray for Peter and 
the team as they keep awareness alive and train communicable 
disease teams in how to care for leprosy patients without fear or 
prejudice.
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SERMON NOTES ON MATTHEW 18:15-20

Restoring the Stray 
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STUDY 10

Investigate

Restoring the Stray 
Matthew 18:15-20 

1.  In Matthew 15:11-14, Jesus showed us what our attitude to “little ones” should 
be, but what are we supposed to do when someone “sins against you”? 

Keep two things in mind. Firstly, Jesus’ extends His mission to include His disciples 
(cf. Matt. 10:1ff; 28:18-20). Secondly, Jesus ties His name and presence with His 
people (cf. Matt. 1:23; 28:18-20). The church is the physical embodiment of Jesus’ 
name and presence on earth… 

Read Matthew 18:15-20… When someone sins against you… 

 1.   What is the situation? (v. 15)

2.   See the different steps (discuss column by column – left to right) … (vv. 15-17)

Step 1 (v. 15) Step 2 (v. 16) Step 3 (v. 17) Step 4 (v. 17)

Who is the “you”? What do “you” do 
when step 1 fails?

What do “you” do 
when step 1 and 
2 fail?

What do “you” 
do if step 1, 2 and 
3 fail?

What are “you” 
supposed to do?

Why “two 
others”?
(cf. Deut. 19:15)

Why the whole 
“church”? (cf. 1 
Tim. 5:19-20)

How does 
Jesus treat “tax 
collectors and 
sinners”? (cf. 
Matt. 9:9-13)

What is the goal?

Does Jesus give us a time frame here? What does this imply for the “steps”?

 3.   Why can the church exercise such authority? (vv. 18-20; cf. 16:19)
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Thinking & Living
As examples of the church practising or failing to practise Jesus’ commands, 
consider Acts 15:1-35; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13; 1 Timothy 5:19-20 and Rev. 2:12-29 in 
your own time. 

1.  Some people have used Matthew 18:15-20 to “punish” or “shame” the 
“sinner”. Yet, what is the goal and heart attitude behind Jesus’ method 
(18:11, 14-15)? Why is this important?

2. How has this passage affirmed, changed or challenged your view …

  a)   As a member of God’s family, regarding your responsibility towards 
other Christians?

 b)   The authority and responsibility of the church family?

3.  As followers of Jesus, sadly we still sin against each other! Discuss the 
following responses to such sin. What’s wrong with each one, considering 
the process outlined by Jesus? Which of these wrong approaches might 
you tend towards?

  a)   You immediately phone / WhatsApp the pastor / senior person / FG 
leader in church and inform them of the other person’s sin, telling them 
to do something about it. The “leader” will sort them out. 

 b)   You withdraw from the person who sinned against you, keeping your 
distance. You don’t want your heart to be “wounded” again. You just 
want “easy” relationships (minimal effort).  

  c)   You post on social media your grievances regarding “people” or 
“church” as an indirect way of confronting the person (airing the 
“dirty laundry” in public view). Hopefully they will read it, make the 
interpretation that it is about them and do something about it. 

  d)   You gossip regarding the person’s sin with others. The pretence could 
be seeking “advice” about the matter. It can also be because you want 
to be the first to give the “inside scoop”, since it makes for interesting 
conversation… “Did you hear…”
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4.  Can you think of a scenario where Jesus’ process might be helpful? Practically 
speaking,  what might obedience to Jesus’ words look like in this scenario?

5.  Do the “steps” guarantee restoration? What can we expect when we confront 
someone regarding the sin? How has Jesus experienced this (Matt. 23:37)?

6.  Do the internal steps within a church negate civil responsibility (if the sin in 
question is a crime by country law) (cf. Rom. 13:1-7)? What should we do if the 
“sin” in question breaks the law?

Points to Pray 
(now and during the week)… 

Constructively confronting someone regarding their sin is difficult and 
requires patience, wisdom and a heart of love…

1.  Pray for wisdom (James 1:5): personal wisdom and corporate 
wisdom for your Fellowship Group and the larger church family as 
we seek to reach out to those who might have stumbled in sin. 

2.  Pray for the right heart attitude. When we are “wounded”, our 
tendency is to become self-centered and justify sinful behaviour in 
retaliation. Our motives in confronting someone regarding their sin 
might not always be pure. Pray that we would have Jesus’ heart of 
love for the lost.

3.  Pray for a willingness to forgive. Pray that Jesus’ heart on the Cross 
(as He was wounded by us) might be our heart as well: “Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Lk. 23:34).

4.  Pray for grace. Specifically, that the Father might reveal the truth to 
those we confront regarding their sin (Matt. 11:25-26). Ultimately, a 
person who is “won over” is a person unto whom God has revealed 
Himself by His grace. You witnessed a miracle. 

5.  Pray for comfort. Sometimes, the person who has sinned against 
you might never return or refuse to repent. Jesus lamented and 
wept for Jerusalem’s unwillingness to come to Him (cf. Matt. 23:37; 
Lk. 19:41). Pray that the God of all comfort my comfort His people 
as we lament (2 Cor. 1:3ff). 
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“For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you,  
but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither 

will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 
Matthew 6:14-15

These are challenging words from the Lord Jesus! Everyone has been hurt by 
someone. Everyone will be able to think of a relationship that has become fractured, 
tense and difficult. This relationship may be with someone in your place of work, your 
family or even right here at Gracefields church.

And yet here, in Matthew 6:14-15 and 18:21-35, Jesus Christ stresses just how 
important inter-personal forgiveness is. Notice, He goes so far as to say that “if you do 
not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”

Does He mean that our forgiveness from God is earned by our being forgiving of 
others? Is this salvation by works? No. Why would God have sent his one and only 
Son to die on a cross if we could instead just earn salvation by being forgiving of 
others? We are forgiven and saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ 
alone. In the words of William Temple: “The only thing we contribute to our salvation 
are the sins from which we have to be redeemed.”

What Jesus means in these verses is that those who have understood the nature 
and extent of God’s forgiveness will, in turn, be forgiving towards others. And, 
when you downright refuse to be forgiving towards others; when you shut out any 
consideration of attempting forgiveness, it is a very worrying spiritual sign. It may be 
that you have never really opened your heart to God’s grace and forgiveness. 

Just like gauges on the dashboard of a car tell you what’s going on under the 
hood, so someone’s willingness to forgive others tells you what’s going on in the 
heart. Of course, the car doesn’t derive its life from the gauges! But the gauges show 
the state of the engine. Our spiritual life emanates from our union with Christ, but 
when we show no forgiveness in our lives, it calls into question whether there is union 
with Christ at all.

So, if you are struggling to forgive someone (and it will never be easy!) the key 
starting point is to remember, reflect on and immerse yourself in God’s forgiveness of 
your sin, through Jesus Christ. Consider your own sins against God and the massive 
debt he cleared for you when he died on the cross. This debt far outweighs anything 
that anyone has ever done to you. This is what Jesus was driving at in his parable of 
the unmerciful servant (Matthew 18:21-35). 

As the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive (Col. 3:13)
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In his book on the Lord’s Prayer, the great puritan Thomas Watson puts it better 
than I ever could: “[Our forgiveness of others] is a sign of God’s forgiving us. It is not 
a cause of God’s forgiving us, but a sign. We need not climb up into heaven to see 
whether our sins are forgiven: let us look into our hearts and see if we can forgive 
others. If we can, we need not doubt but God has forgiven us. Our loving others is 
the reflection of God’s love to us. Oh, therefore, by all these arguments, let us be 
persuaded to forgive others. Christians, how many offences has God passed by in us! 
Our sins are innumerable and heinous. Is God willing to forgive us so many offences, 
and cannot we forgive a few? No man can do so much wrong to us all our life as we 
do to God in one day.” 

We must also remember that God’s forgiveness through Christ does require 
repentance on our part, as the wrongdoers. We will only be reconciled to him if we 
repent and believe the Gospel (Acts 2:36-39; Colossians 1:21-23).

So too, in human relationships, when the wrongdoer refuses to repent this will put a 
limit on our forgiveness and reconciliation. Sometimes we are not even able to speak 
to the wrongdoer (they have died), sometimes we don’t know who they are (an 
unidentified criminal has harmed you) or sometimes they just plain refuse to admit 
any wrongdoing. In these situations we will not be able to complete forgiveness and 
reconciliation. In his very helpful book “Unpacking Forgiveness”, Chris Brauns makes 
this point: “Forgiveness is a figurative handshake. You cannot shake hands alone. 
For forgiveness to happen, you need to seek out the offending party (or the offended 
party if you are the offender), extend your hand, and pray that the other party will 
offer his or hers to you.” 

Nevertheless, even in those situations where our forgiveness and reconciliation is 
limited, even in those situations where the other party does not “offer the hand”, as 
Christians we must still strive to be gracious and merciful. We must still be praying 
for and seeking out opportunities to heal the divide. Yes, God’s reconciliation with 
sinners is dependent on them turning and trusting in Christ, but consider God’s 
gracious and merciful activity in the first place: “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” (John 3:16)

One thing’s for sure, this is not an easy area. You’ll need to be asking God for his 
grace, spending time in his Word and seeking counsel and advice from other 
Christians around you. 

As we strive to get this right we can be encouraged by the “beatitude” from Jesus: 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy” (Matthew 5:7). As we see the 
tension, division and rancour that is so evident in our society, wouldn’t it be great to 
be a truly distinctive, forgiving and loving community?
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SERMON NOTES ON MATTHEW 18:21-35

Forgiving the Stray 
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STUDY 11

Investigate

Forgiving the Stray 
Matthew 18:21-35 

1.  What do you find difficult about forgiveness? Are there any relationships you 
are grappling with right now, where it’s difficult to forgive? (or be forgiven?)

Jesus wants His church (the royal family) to mirror Him. To welcome “little ones” 
(18:5). To protect little ones from stumbling (18:5-7). To pursue “little ones” when 
they stumble (18:11-14). To be relentless in seeking them (18:15-20). Matthew 18:21-35 
focuses on the brother or sister who is “won over”, repents and returns. How should 
we respond?

Read Matthew 118:21-35… 

1.   The disciples know that they must forgive and show mercy (Matt. 5:7; 6:12, 14-15), 
yet what does Peter ask? (v. 21)

2.   Jesus’ reply echoes Lamech’s boast in Genesis 4:24. What is Jesus trying to say 
through His answer?

Lamech Jesus

“If Cain is avenged seven times, then 
Lamech seventy-seven times”  

(Gen. 4:24)

“I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-
seven times” (Matt. 18:22)

 3.    Jesus tells a parable to underscore His point (vv. 23-34). Discuss the following details…

Who is the king?

What does the debt owed to the king 
represent? (the sum is 200 000 years’ 
wages)

What does the king’s removal of the 
debt represent?

Who are the servants?

What does the debt owed to the servant 
represent? (the sum is 100 days’ wages)

4. How does the King respond to the news? (vv. 32-34)

5. What is the point of the parable? (v. 35)
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Thinking & Living
1.  Jesus continually uses the imagery of “debt” to describe sin and forgiveness 

(cf. Matt. 6:12-15; 18:21-35). Thinking through the imagery…

  a)   What happens when you “cancel / absorb” a debt owed to you? Who 
“pays” for it? Who “suffers” the loss?

 b)   What debt does sin incur? (cf. Gen. 3:19; Rom. 6:23)
  c)   How will Jesus “absorb” / forgive our debt of sin? (Matt. 26:28)

2.  There are two ways that we can respond to sin against us: 1) Lamech’s way 
of vengeance or 2) Jesus’ way of forgiveness… 

 
  a)   Why is forgiveness (Jesus’ way) painful / difficult?
  b)   Why is personal “vengeance” (Lamech’s way) not an option? 
 c)   How can knowing /reminding yourself of God’s forgiveness (the King’s 

pardon) move your hearts to forgive as well? 
 d)   How is the ability to forgive a “litmus test” of our understanding of the 

Gospel? 

3.  Go back to the intro question. Has this parable helped you understand 
forgiveness? How might you apply this to a particular relationship?

4.  What are we supposed to do when the person who sinned against us does 
not listen or repent? What if they reject your offer of forgiveness? 

5. Implications regarding forgiveness…
 
 a)   Does it imply total trust of the person? How should you relate? 
  b)   Can forgiveness be demanded by the person who sinned? Is forgiveness 

“owed / earned” or “freely given / a gift”?  

6.  We have each been forgiven so much by God…and this is good news we 
can share with others! As a group, discuss different opportunities over the 
Christmas season

7.  Family question: How will you explain forgiveness to your children, especially 
when they have been “hurt” by a friend or someone at school? 



Points to Pray 
(now and during the week)… 

1.  Confess your struggles to forgive to God the Father. Pray for a 
greater and deeper understanding of God’s forgiveness of you in 
Christ (Matt. 26:28). 

2.  As steps to help warm your heart to forgiving someone…

  a)   Pray for them (Matt. 5:43-44). Specifically, pray that God would 
forgive them, since they are blinded to the fact that they are 
doing wrong/evil/sin (cf. Lk. 23:34)

  b)   Pray that you would see them from God’s perspective in Jesus. 
Specifically, God’s love for the lost (Jn. 3:16), but also His lament / 
pain in seeing people willingly reject Him in Christ (cf. Jn. 3:19-21; 
Matt. 23:37; Lk. 23:28-31). 

  c)   Pray for wisdom and opportunities where you can show God’s 
kindness and love towards this person (cf. Matt. 10:16; James 1:5). 
Consider that: “Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, 
because he knew all people and needed no one to bear witness 
about man, for he himself knew what was in man” (Jn. 2:24-25). 

3.  Pray for Gracefields, Ubabalo neThemba and Southreach church. 
Specifically, that our church families would be marked by 
forgiveness: “Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 
bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive” (Col. 3:12-13). 

4.  Pray for our missions partners serving in cross-cultural contexts 
(see missions prayer request on website). Pray that they would 
be witnesses of Jesus’ way of forgiveness in a world that follows 
Lamech’s way of vengeance. 

5.  Pray for our country, South Africa. Specifically, that God’s people in 
South Africa would demonstrate true forgiveness between different 
people groups and lead the way in reconciliation. 
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