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Remember Love… 

In the second part of our 1 Corinthians series we will be exploring multiple themes 
that relate to our church family. We will be looking at a) men and women (their 
equality and distinction), b) the Lord’s Supper and what it should be pointing to, 
c) the gifts of the Spirit and how they need to be applied in our church family, 
d) the resurrection of Jesus and His people and e) generosity in giving.

Now, all these have the potential of being controversial (and church history 
shows us how this has been the case). Nevertheless, as we journey through 
these chapters, let’s keep in mind (remember) what the heartbeat of this section 
in Paul’s letter is. The underlining theme of our section is actually love. 

Paul is addressing these issues not to set the record straight, but to show 
the Corinthians (and us) how we should love one another. The main verse to 
keep in mind is 1 Cor. 8:1, “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up”. This is 
what is sorely lacking in Corinth. Although they have knowledge (1 Cor. 1:5), 
they have been applying that knowledge in a very unloving way. In a way 
that was busy dividing and destroying the church, not building it up. 

What was missing in their controversy about head-coverings and the Lord’s 
Supper was love (1 Cor. 11:1-34). Husbands and wives would rather act in a 
disgraceful way, than lovingly consider their witness to Christians and non-
Christians (11:2-16). The wealthy would rather shame the poor at the Lord’s 
Supper, than lovingly demonstrate their unity and equality in Christ (11:17-34). 

What was missing in their controversy about what it means to be spiritual 
was love (1 Cor. 12:1). At the heart of the controversy on spirituality and gifts, 
Paul explains what love is (1 Cor. 13:1ff). As chapter 14 would show, they were 
more concerned about flaunting their spiritual gifts, than lovingly using them 
to build up the church and help unbelievers understand the Gospel.

Paul’s desire is that through all these issues, the Corinthian Church would “stand 
firm in the faith” (especially the resurrection, cf. 1 Cor. 15:1ff) and “Do everything in 
love” (1 Cor. 16:13-14). This entire letter was written because Paul loved the church of 
Corinth, “My love to all of you in Christ Jesus. Amen” (1 Cor. 16:24). Realize, these final 
chapters are about “faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love” (1 Cor. 13:13). 
 
It is our prayer that as we journey through these chapters, we too would be shaped 
to be a church family marked by “faith, hope and love” in all we say and do. 

In Christ with much affection,

Carel Pienaar
Phil. 1:21

DISCONNECTED
1 Corinthians 11-16

GROUP GUIDE
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STUDY 9

Keep in mind that Paul desires the church to “build” one another up in love 
(8:1) and to exercise their Christian freedom in such a way that will not 
cause someone to stumble in their faith or witness (cf. 9:19-23; 10:32-33). 
Ultimately, they should “do it all for the glory of God” (10:31). Also keep in mind 
that some within the Corinthian Church were disregarding marriage (7:1) … 

1.  Who is the “man” and “woman” Paul is addressing here (v. 3)? Here are 
some clues…

 •  The word “head” is only used in Ephesians 5:22-33 regarding one 
specific human relationship

 •  Paul uses the creation account of Adam and Eve in vv. 7-8 (Genesis 
2). What relationship did God create (Gen. 2:24-25)?  

2.  What order or distinctions do we see in v. 3? What does the term 
“head” mean? (cf. Ephesians 1:22; 4:15; 5:23; Col. 1:18; 2:10) 

3.  In the Corinthian context, how did people physically show the 
distinctions of v. 3? (vv. 4-6)  

1. How do we show distinction between …
 
 a) Married and unmarried people?
 
 b) Men and women?

2. Are these distinctions important? In what way? 

Investigating

Equality and Distinction 
1 Corinthians 11:2-16  
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4.  What did the wife’s head-covering symbolize? Look at the table below… 

PLUTARCH, ROMAN 
QUESTIONS, 267 A-B

VALERIUS MAXIMUS, 
FACTORUM ET DICTORUM 

MEMORABILIUM,  6.3.10

WHAT DID A “SHAVED” 
HEAD MEAN? (V. 5)

“it is more usual for women 
to go forth in public with 

their heads covered”

“Terrible… was the 
matrimonial frown of C. 

Sulpitius Gallus, who 
divorced his wife, because 

he understood that she 
went outside with her head 

unveiled/laid bare”

“Very rare for so numerous 
a population is adultery, 

the punishment for which 
is prompt, and in the 

husband's power. Having 
cut off the hair of the 

adulteress and stripped 
her naked, he expels her 

from the house in the 
presence of her kinsfolk” 
(Tacitus, Germania, 19)

“She gave the people of 
Cyprus the following three 

laws: a woman guilty 
of adultery shall have 

her hair cut off and be a 
harlot” (Dio Chrysostom, 

Discourse 64:2-3)

5.  Why is Paul commanding the Corinthian Church to maintain 
the cultural distinction marker of “head-coverings” for 
women in marriage? (vv. 4-5; cf. 10:31-33).  

6.  What further reason does Paul give that distinctions between 
men and women in marriage should be kept? (vv. 7-10)

 •  How does Paul’s explanation mirror the creation account 
of marriage (cf. Genesis 2:7, 18, 21-23)?

7.  Do these distinctions imply inequality or inferiority? How 
does Paul counter such a conclusion? (vv. 11-12) 

8.  Why would Paul want the church of Corinth to settle on the 
issue of how distinction is shown (v. 16)? (Keep 10:31-11:1 in mind 
– the church consists of Jews, Romans and Greeks)
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Thinking & Living

God has poured out His Spirit on both men and women (Joel 2:28-
29), who will collectively “prophesy” among God’s people (more 
on this in 14:1ff). Yet, the purpose of the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit is also not to cause shame or dishonor (cf. Joel 2:26-27). The 
Apostolic tradition teaches that we are all equal in Christ…

1.  How are we equal in God’s eyes? (cf. Genesis 1:26-27; Galatians 3:28)

But this does not imply the elimination of the creation 
distinctions of men, women and marriage…

2.  Why would God want us to show these 
distinctions (10:31; cf. Genesis 1:26-27)?

3.  How is our culture trying to blur these distinctions? 
How are we possibly tempted to do the same? 

4. In what ways do we culturally show distinction between…
 
 a) Men and women

 b) Married and unmarried

5.  How do you think we can witness to the creation account 
of marriage and distinctions in our church family?

Although men and women (married or unmarried) have distinctions, 
vv. 4-5 clearly shows that both men and women are gifted by 
the Spirit to serve God’s family. Take the time to begin reading 1 
Corinthians 12-14, in which we will explore this in more detail. 
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The Lord’s Supper… 

The Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took the Passover Meal 
and explained to His disciples that this meal points to Him and what He 
will do for His people. Concerning the bread, Jesus said, “This is my body, 
which is for you; do this in remembrance of me” (1 Cor. 11:24). Concerning 
the wine, Jesus said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me” (1 Cor. 11:25). Yet, what does 
this mean for us? There are two general answers given to this question… 

Roman Catholicism: The Bread and Wine are literally Jesus’ Body and 
Blood and you receive God’s grace by participating in the Lord’s Supper. 

Looking at passages like John 6:54-55 and Matthew 26:26, the Roman 
Catholic church concluded that when Jesus said that this is “my body/
flesh” and “my blood” that the bread and wine are literally Jesus’ body and 
blood. And we need to literally eat His body (bread) and drink His blood 
(wine) in order to receive God’s grace (the salvation Jesus’ accomplished 
on the Cross). Thomas Aquinas (13th Century) in his Summa Theologiae puts 
it this way, “Christ's Passion is a sufficient cause of man's salvation. But it 
does not follow that the sacraments are not also necessary for that purpose: 
because they obtain their effect through the power of Christ's Passion; and 
Christ's Passion is, so to say, applied to man through the sacraments.”

Protestantism (our view): The Bread and Wine are visible words/signs of 
the Gospel and we receive God’s grace by faith (trust in Jesus’ work).

The Bible is quite clear that God’s grace is not given through the Lord’s 
Supper, but through Christ by having faith in Him. Christ’s work on the Cross 
is received by faith, “whom God put forward as a propitiation by His blood, 
to be received by faith” (Rom. 3:25). Moreover, we have a direct link to Jesus 
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who applies 
the realities of the Cross to our hearts, as Paul reminds us in Titus 3:5, “He 
saved us through the washing of rebirth and the renewal of the Holy Spirit, 
whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour”. 
Through the Holy Spirit, we are united to Christ, not the Lord’s Supper. 

So, what is the Lord’s Supper? Following Augustine (5th Century), 
Martin Luther (16th Century) explains that the Lord’s supper (and 
baptism) are, “promises which have signs attached to them” and the 
promise is, “the promise of Christ”. They are visible signs of a spiritual 
reality. A visible word. Consequently, the Lord’s Supper is a visible 
proclamation of the Gospel (the promise), a visible picture of what God 
has done for us in Christ. By partaking in the Lord’s Supper, we visibly 
demonstrate our faith in Jesus and that we are one with Him by the Holy 
Spirit. We, “proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes” (1 Cor. 11:26). 
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STUDY 10

Remember, the Corinthian church should do everything to the glory of 
God (10:31). Paul praised them for keeping the traditions he has passed 
onto them (11:2). Yet, in 1 Corinthians 11:17-32, Paul will highlight something 
“I have no praise for you” (11:17) …

1.  What warning has Paul already given the church regarding 
factionalism that divides the church (1 Cor. 1:10-12)?  
(Remember 1 Corinthians 3:16-17)

Read 1 Corinthians 11:17-22… Abusing the Lord’s Supper

1.  Christian gatherings should be beneficial and to the glory of God 
(10:31-33) … yet what were their gatherings like (11:17)?

2.  The Corinthian Church already had divisions due to factionalism 
(1:10).  What divisions are we seeing when they gather to celebrate 
the “Lord’s Supper” (vv. 18-21)?

3.  Considering what we have learned about unity, what is so shocking 
about their practice (v. 22)? 

Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-26… The Apostolic Tradition of the Lord’s 
Supper

Jesus reinterpreted the Passover Meal to refer to His crucifixion and what 
that means…

1. We live in a very divided and inequal society. How do you think Christians can 
visibly show that God’s family bridges all divides? 

Investigating

The Lord’s Supper and Unity
1 Corinthians 11:17-33 
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The Lord’s Supper and Unity
1.  1. What has 1 Corinthians already said about the Lord’s 

Supper and how does it link to the Passover? 

6.  How were they contradicting the meaning and 
significance of the Lord’s Supper?

NUMBERS 9:13  
(CF. EX. 12:15, 19)

1 CORINTHIANS 5:7 1 CORINTHIANS  
10:16-17

“But if anyone who is 
ceremonially clean and 
not on a journey fails to 

celebrate the Passover, they 
must be cut off from their 
people for not presenting 
the Lord’s offering at the 
appointed time. They will 
bear the consequences of 

their sin.”

“Get rid of the old yeast, 
so that you may be a new 
unleavened batch—as you 
really are. For Christ, our 
Passover lamb, has been 

sacrificed.”

Note: in vv. 1-10 Paul cites 
Exodus and Numbers as 
examples of judgment

“Is not the cup of 
thanksgiving for which we 
give thanks a participation 
in the blood of Christ? And 

is not the bread that we 
break a participation in the 

body of Christ? Because 
there is one loaf, we, who 

are many, are one body, for 
we all share the one loaf.”

 

1 CORINTHIANS 10:17 1 CORINTHIANS 12:13

“There is one loaf, we, who 
are many, are one body, for 
we all share the one loaf.”

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, 
but all its many parts form one body, so it is 
with Christ. For we were all baptized by one 
Spirit so as to form one body – whether Jews 

or Gentiles, slave or free – and we were all 
given the one Spirit to drink.”

2.  What does the bread signify? And how is this “for you”?  
(vv. 23-24; 1 Cor. 15:3)

3.  What does the cup signify? What did this establish?  
(v. 25; Jeremiah 31:31-34)

4.  What do they visibly proclaim in repeating the Lord’s Supper (v. 26)?

5.  What did God create through “Christ crucified”  
(Jesus giving His body for us)? 
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STUDY 11

Read 1 Corinthians 11:27-34… Conclusion

Paul is tackling the issue of division along societal lines (rich and poor) within 
the Corinthian Church (vv. 17-22). Consequently, vv. 27-34 is about this issue 
(not something else) …  

1.  When they practice the “Lord’s Supper” how should they approach it 
(vv. 28-29)?

2.  What will happen if they fail to see and apply the significance of the 
“Lord’s Supper” (vv. 27, 30-32)?

 a. How is this a warning for us today?
 b. Does this mean that all illness = God’s Judgment?

3.  How can they visibly show what the Lord’s Supper means (vv. 33-34)?

1. What does this passage have to say to someone…
 •  Who shares the Lord’s Supper at St. Peters but is not 

involved/part of the church family in any way?
 •  Who only ever view the Lord’s Supper as 

a private and introspective ritual?

2.  Christians seem to get caught up on the details of how 
frequently the Lord’s Supper happen, what needs to be 
served and how it needs to be served. What is Paul’s 
main concern in this passage; how is it different? 

3.  If the Lord’s Supper is a visible display of the unity and 
equality Jesus created between people (through His death 
on the Cross), how can you show this message…

 • How you look to reach out to others at St. Peters?
 • How you look to welcome new people at St. Peters?
 •  Change your attitude to those who are different 

from you (socially, racially and culturally)? 

“(When we celebrate the Lord’s Supper) our task – and joy – is to receive 
anew the benefits of the Lord’s grace in the context of truly welcoming 

others who are recipients of that same grace.” (Fee 2010:630)

Thinking & Living
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STUDY 11

Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-3… The Spiritual 

1.  Notice, Paul is making a contrast between who is truly “spiritual” and 
who is not. Discuss…

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-11… The Same Spirit 

Keep in mind, none of Paul’s lists of gifts are the same or exhaustive (cf. Rom. 
12:1ff; Eph. 4:1-11), so we should not read this as exhaustive or as the “only” 
gifts. They are used as examples to demonstrate a point…

 1. What words are being repeated in vv. 4-11? 

 2. What do we learn about gifts from vv. 4-11?

1 Corinthians 12-14 is part of a larger argument that started in 1 Cor. 8:1, in 
which Paul is correcting their worship as a church. Church worship is not 
just about Sunday gatherings. Churches worship God together by lovingly 
building one another up in Jesus (cf. 3:10-17; 8:1), showing our unique 
distinctions (11:2-16) and profound unity in Jesus (11:17-34). Paul will now apply 
these Gospel principles to “gifts” … 

1.  What does it mean to be a “spiritual” person? What have you heard 
from others and what do you think it means?  

Investigating

Being Spiritual 
1 Corinthians 12:1-31 

“Pagans” (v. 2) “By the Spirit” (v. 3)

Led to do what? By whom?  
(cf. 10:20-21)

What do they say about “Jesus” 
(v. 3)? 

Led by whom?

What do they say about Jesus  
(v. 3)?  
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3. How should we understand the following gifts? (let each person in the 
group take an Old Testament passage and read it aloud)

“wisdom… knowledge” (v. 8)

Example: Exodus 31:1-5

“faith… healing… miraculous 
powers” (v. 9)

Example: 2 Kings 2:19-22

“prophecy… distinguishing 
between spirits” (v. 10)

Example: Numbers 11:24-29  
(are their prophecies recorded  

in Scripture?)

 
Look at: 1 Cor. 14:29 & 14:36-37 
(what is the difference between 
the Apostle Paul’s words and the 

“prophets” words?)

“different kinds of tongues… 
interpretation of tongues” (v. 10)

Example: Acts 2:5-13 

Keep in mind that God judged the nations 
by giving them different languages  

(cf. Gen. 11:1-9). A point Paul reminds  
them of in 1 Cor. 14:20-22. 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-30 … Many parts, One Body 

1. What comparison does Paul make between the Spirit-gifts and the 
human body (vv. 12-13)?

2. Paul makes two major points from the body analogy…
 •  What is the first point (vv. 14-20)?
 •  What is the second point (vv. 21-26)?

3.  Notice, Paul ends with a series of rhetorical questions (vv. 29-30). Given 
what we have learned, what should our answer be?
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Thinking & Living

1. How does this passage redefine what it means to be “spiritual”?

2.  How does this passage help us understand church “unity” does not 
mean “uniformity”?

3.  How is this passage a corrective to the following attitudes and 
views?

 • I don’t need to be part of a church. I can be a solo-Christian. 

 •  You are only filled with the Spirit if you can speak in tongues.

 •  You can decide what gifts you get. All you need to do is go to a 
seminar to learn how to “prophecy”, “heal” or “speak in tongues”. 
Or go to someone with an “anointing” who can give you the gift 
you want. 

 •  I’m just a “baby” Christian so I’m not yet mature enough to have 
spiritual gifts. 

 • The church must give me a platform to display my gifts

4.  Not all gifts from the Spirit are spectacular. Not all gifts seem 
spiritual (like gifts of administration, 12:28) … 

 •  In what ways has God gifted you? What gifts have others in 
God’s family recognized in you? 

 •  How are you using your gifts “for the common good” of God’s 
people? 

 •  Look at the organogram (next page) and see where you might 
possibly begin using your gifts… 



12



13

Spiritual Gifts Today? 

We could just write the answer “Yes”, but there is quite a bit of confusion 
today about what spiritual gifts are and why God the Holy Spirit has gifted 
us with them. Here are three very important principles to keep in mind…

1) Spiritual Gifts are Ordinary and Extra-ordinary

Due to the Western influence of Deism (God is up there, removed from 
His creation, and only dips in on occasion – a false view), Christians often 
assume that spiritual gifts are only things that don’t seem “natural”. Yet, that 
is not the picture we get in the Bible. We are told that it is God’s Spirit that 
gives and sustains all of life (cf. Gen. 2:7; 6:3; Ps. 104:29-30). It is God who 
is involved in every aspect of life (like the weather; cf. Ps. 147:8; Matt. 5:45). 
Consequently, in every ordinary moment of life, from the rising sun to the air 
you breathe; from your breathing to your heartbeat… God is involved, “he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power” (Heb. 1:3; cf. Acts 17:24-27). 
It is the same with spiritual gifts. “Natural” talents which we might consider 
our own are actually gifts from God. That’s why Paul’s list of “gifts” include 
things we might consider very ordinary, like “serving… teaching… encourage… 
giving… lead… show mercy” (Romans 12:6-8) or gifts “of helping, of guidance” 
(1 Cor. 12:28). What makes them “spiritual” now is that they are done in the 
service of Jesus whom we believe, confess and obey as, “Lord” (1 Cor. 12:3). 

2) Spiritual Gifts are meant to “build up” God’s people and point to Jesus

Jesus sent God the Holy Spirit to empower His people to witness about Him 
(Acts 1:8; 2:37-38). The mission of the Holy Spirit is to witness to the Word of God 
(Jesus) (cf. John 15:26; 16:8ff). No gift is random, but specifically empowered by 
the Holy Spirit to point people to the truth and supremacy of Jesus. And the gifts, 
as Paul points out, needs to be used in such a way that builds God’s people up 
in their faith and show unbelievers God’s presence among us (1 Cor. 14:24-26). 

3) The Holy Spirit gives the gifts, not us

Contrary to the idea that we can claim gifts for ourselves, Paul makes it clear 
that, “All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to 
each one individually as he wills” (1 Cor. 12:11). It is the Holy Spirit who gives 
the “gifts” as He pleases, not as we desire. Although we are encouraged 
to desire “greater gifts” (1 Cor. 12:31), that does not imply that we can claim 
them for ourselves. We should also not expect that we can have all the 
gifts (as the rhetoric of 1 Cor. 12:29-30 makes clear). The Holy Spirit gifts 
Jesus’ church with ordinary and extra-ordinary talents that should be used 
to build up His people in the Faith. So consider, what gifts do you already 
have that can be used to serve God’s people and witness to Jesus? 
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STUDY 12

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3… Without Love

Paul has explained that the Corinthians should value all gifts (12:1-26). 
Nevertheless, Paul does encourage them to “eagerly desire the greater gifts” 
(12:31). Yet, before he explains what he means (this will only happen in 1 Cor. 
14:1ff), Paul interrupts his discourse with an important interlude on love…  

  1. Notice the conditional clauses (“if… if… if”). What is the value of “gifts” 
without love? 

 2.  The Corinthians prided themselves in their “tongues”, “prophecy”, 
“wisdom” and “knowledge” …

  •  What does their “wisdom” look like without love (1:10; 3:4)?
  •  What does their “knowledge” look like without love (8:2, 11)?
  •  What does their “tongues” and “prophecy” look like without love 

(14:9, 23, 26)?

Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7… The Nature of Love

Paul will now begin to describe what love is. Yet, this will be done in contrast 
with what is currently happening in Corinth. So as a group discuss the 
following table… 

1. The Beatles famously sang, “All we need is love”, but what is love? 

Investigating

Without Love
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 

What love is (vv. 4-7) What the Corinthians are doing…

“Patient (passive)… Kind (active)” (v. 4) See 1 Cor. 6:7-8

“it does not envy” (to feel negative about 
someone else’s success/achievements) See 1 Cor. 3:3

“does not boast” (acting like a “windbag” – 
drawing attention to yourself) See 1 Cor. 3:18, 21; 4:7; 8:2
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Read 1 Corinthians 13:8-13… Love is Eternal

 1.  What is the difference between “love” and the “gifts”? 

 2.  What will happen to “gifts” at the future resurrection? (remember 7:31)

 3.  Although “gifts” are from the Spirit (12:1-26), what should be the 
underlying attitude of the Corinthian church as they consider their gifts? 
(cf. 1 Cor. 16:14)

What love is (vv. 4-7) What the Corinthians are doing…

“is not proud” (an exaggerated self-
conception of oneself – puffed up) See 1 Cor. 4:6, 18-19; 5:2; 8:1

“does not behave shamefully/dishonorable” See 1 Cor. 7:36; 11:6, 22

“is not self-seeking”
See Paul’s way of life (which the 
Corinthians weren’t imitating) in  

1 Cor. 10:23-24

“is not easily angered”  
(irritable or quick tempered) See 1 Cor. 1:11; 3:3

“it keeps no record of wrongs”
See 1 Cor. 6:7-8 (how did they 

respond to sin committed against 
them?) vs. 6:11 (what did God do 

with their sin?)

“does not delight in evil but rejoices  
with the truth” See 1 Cor. 5:1-2

 3.  What is “love” ultimately like (v. 7)?
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“Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the 
way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant 

offering and sacrifice to God.” (Ephesians 5:1-2)

1.  Based on this passage, how would you define what “love” is?  
How does this differ from the world’s view of love?  

2.  Read through vv. 4-7 again. Substitute your name for the word 
“love”…

 •  Which aspects are true of you? Thank God for this
 •  Which are least accurate about you? Pray that God would  

help you with these aspects of true love

3. Faith (trust) and Hope empower Love..  
 • What is our Faith (1 Cor. 1:24)? 
 • What is our Hope (1 Cor. 15:20-21)? 
 •  How will our faith and hope empower Christ-like love in us? 

4.  Take the time to pray that we as a church family would love as 
God loves us…

“There in heaven, the infinite fountain of love – the eternal Three in One – 
is set open without any obstacle to hinder access to it, as it flows forever… 
our hearts, as it were, (will be) deluged with love. In every heart in heaven, 

love dwells and reigns” (Jonathan Edwards, 18th Century)

Thinking & Living
STUDY 13
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STUDY 13

Read 1 Corinthians 14:1-26… The Way of Love, Tongues and Prophecy

In 1 Cor. 8:1, Paul gave us the principle by which we should live, “knowledge 
puffs up, but love builds up”. In 12:31, Paul commanded the church to “eagerly 
desire the greater gifts”. Even so, the Corinthians first needed to understand 
that all the gifts have to be applied according to the principles of love (1 Cor. 
13:1-13). Our passage starts the command, “follow the way of love”, using the 
gift of tongues and prophecy to show what gifts are the “greater gifts”…

 1. Look at vv. 1-19, which gift is the greater gift and why?

 2.  What impact will tongues have on “unbelievers” or “inquirers” who 
come to the church gathering (vv. 20-23)?

1.  Why do you come to church on a Sunday? Why do you come to 
Fellowship Group during the week?    

Investigating

The Way of Love and Gifts
1 Corinthians 14:1-40 

Tongues Prophecy

Who is “built up” or “edified/ 
encouraged” (vv. 1-5)?

Who is “built up” or “edified/
encouraged” (vv. 1-5)?

What are tongues like without an 
interpreter (vv. 6-11)?

Why is prophecy more applicable 
to the church gathering  

(vv. 6, 12, 19)?

Why is praying in tongues  
without interpretation  
unhelpful (vv. 13-17)?



18

 3.  What impact will prophecy have on “unbelievers” or “inquirers” 
who come to the church gathering (vv. 24-25)? (remember, we are 
indwelled by God’s presence; 1 Cor. 3:16-17; 6:19-20)

Read 1 Corinthians 14:26-33, 39-40… Applying the Gifts

Remember, the way of love is about building up (1 Cor. 8:1; 14:1-5). That should 
be the lens through which we understand which gifts are greater and how 
they should be applied in church… 

 1.  What is their church gathering currently like? What should their aim 
be (v. 26, 39-40)?

 2. How should they apply the gift of tongues in church (vv. 27-28)?

 3. What should the church do with people prophesying (v. 29-32)?
  •  What is the difference between the prophesying of the church and 

the words of the Apostle (compare vv. 29 and 37)? 

 4. Why should the Corinthians follow these principles (v. 33)?

Read 1 Corinthians 14:34-35… Inquiring Wives 

Woman are gifted to pray and prophesy in the church gathering  
(1 Cor. 11:5), yet Paul wants to make sure that in the exercise of their gifts 
nothing “shameful” is done (11:6) and that the distinctions of married/
unmarried men and women of Genesis 2 are maintained (11:7-10)… 

 1.  What practice of all the churches does Paul want the Corinthians to 
follow regarding wives (vv. 33-35)?

 
 2.  Apart from biblical idea of “submission” (v. 34; cf. 1 Pet. 3:5-6;  

Eph. 5:22ff), why is this commanded (v. 35)? 
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 3.  How did Greco-Roman society view wives who spoke to other men 
in public? 

 4.  Why would Paul be concerned that the church not act in 
“disgraceful” ways in their church services (cf. 10:31-33)?

Plutarch, Advise to Bride  
and Groom, 142C-D

Livy, History of Rome, 34:1  
(citing Cato)

Concerning a Wife: “her speech as 
well, ought to be not for the public, 

and she ought to be modest and 
guarded about saying anything in 
the hearing of outsiders, since it is 
an exposure of herself (like being 

naked) … For a woman ought to do 
her talking either to her husband or 

through her husband, and she should 
not feel aggrieved if, like the flute-

player, she makes a more impressive 
sound through a tongue not her own”

“What kind of behavior is this? 
Running around in public, blocking 

streets, and speaking to other 
women’s husbands! Could you not 
have asked your own husbands the 
same thing at home? Are you more 

charming in public with others’ 
husbands than at home  

with your own?”

1.  Why is it important that our prayers, songs and teaching should be in a 
language/tongue we can all understand? 

2.  How does this passage help us understand why we would not allow 
arbitrary, uninterpreted “praying in tongues” in our services at St. 
Peters? 

3.  Why is it important that the leadership of the church “weigh” people’s 
words before allowing them to speak (prophesy) in church? How is this 
in line with 1 Thess. 5:19-22; 1 John 4:1?

4.  How does this passage help us understand why services or Fellowship 
Group discussions need to be “orderly”? What do we lose if it is a “free-
for-all” with no guidance?

5.  How does this passage correct the idea that the Spirit of God is only 
present if things are “spontaneous” or happen without planning? 

6.  Notice, Paul gives “speech” gifts primacy in the church gathering (vv. 1, 
19, 26). What gifts have been given “primacy” at St. Peters? Why is that 
the case? 

Thinking & Living
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Throughout 1 Corinthians, Paul is deeply concerned that the Corinthian 
church has denied the power of God in the Gospel (opting for human 
wisdom) (1:18-25); they don’t seem to live in the light of the return of Jesus 
(3:8, 11-15; 4:1-7); they act as if there is no future kingdom where they will 
rule (6:2-3) or that their bodies matter (6:13-14). They live as if this world is 
not “passing away” (7:29-31). In 1 Corinthians 15 we discover the heart of 
the problem in Corinth…

Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-11… The Scriptural and Historical Resurrection 
of Jesus

Paul will now remind them “of the Gospel I preached to you, which you have 
received and on which you have taken your stand” (v. 1). What is the Gospel? 
Discuss the table below…

"An historical fact which involves a resurrection from the dead is utterly inconceivable…  
The resurrection itself is not an event of past history."

(Rudolf Bultmann)

1.  What do you think about this statement? Does it matter that the resurrection of 
Jesus is an historical event?  

Investigating

What is the summary (Gospel) message 
Paul has passed on to them? 

Where do we see this Gospel  
promised “in the Scriptures”?

Vv. 3-4… Jot it down Read Isaiah 53:5-11

Read Psalm 16:9-11 (a Psalm of the King)

Make a list of the different eyewitnesses in vv. 5-11

STUDY 14
The Resurrection of Christ
1 Corinthians 15:1-34 
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Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-19, 29-32… If the Resurrection is not true 

Some among the Corinthian church were saying, “there is no resurrection of the 
dead” (vv. 12, 29). Paul explores what that would mean for us if that were true… 

1. If there is no resurrection… 

 • What does it say about their preaching and faith? (vv. 14-15)

 • What does it say about their sins? (v. 17)

 • What does it say about Christians who have died? (v. 18)

 •  What does it say about Christians who live self-sacrificial lives, facing 
danger and death? (vv. 19, 30-31)

 • How should they live (v. 32)? 

Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-28, 33-34… But the Resurrection is true!

Jesus has “indeed been raised from the dead” and is the assurance (the 
firstfruits) of the future resurrection of the dead (the harvest) (v. 20).

2.  What is the difference between those “in Adam” and those “in Christ” 
who “belong to Him” (v. 23)? (vv. 21-22) 

3.  Paul explains that the resurrection of Jesus is part of a greater purpose 
and plan (vv. 23-28). When the resurrected Lord Jesus returns… 

What will happen to human and demonic 
dominion, authority and powers?  

(vv. 24-25)

How does this plan mirror God’s original 
purpose for humanity?  

(Genesis 1:26-27; Psalm 8:3-9) 

God

Man

Creation

What will happen to death? (vv. 26)

What will Jesus do once this is done?  
(vv. 27-28)
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4.  What impact has the denial of the resurrection had on the Corinthian 
church? (vv. 32-33)

5.  How should the Corinthians respond to the true Gospel? (v. 34)

1.  How would you answer someone (from this passage) who says…? 

 a) The resurrection is just cooked up by the church

 b) The Christian hope is just a ‘pie in the sky when you die’

 c) The resurrection is a lovely metaphor

 d)  We die and dissolve, “One lives in the hope of becoming a 
memory.” (Antonio Porchia)

 e)  Death is good, “Death is the destination we all share. No one has 
ever escaped it. And that is as it should be because death is very 
likely the single best invention of life. It is life’s change agent; it 
clears out the old to make way for the new.” (Steve Jobs) 

2.  How clear are you on the evidence for the resurrection? (read the little 
article in the Group guide in your own time)

3.  How does the hope of the resurrection counter the “You only live 
once” lifestyle we see around us? 

 a)  Living for leisure and pleasure (the next trip, the next event, the 
next experience)

 b) Living for our career 

 c)  Hopelessness (when our plans in this life don’t work out)

 d)  Failure of our bodies (due to sickness, old age etc.) 

4.  How has the hope of the “resurrection of the dead” impacted your life?

Thinking & Living



23

The Resurrection of Jesus

There are a number of factors that point to the historicity or reality of the 
resurrection of Jesus, but here are a few to consider…

1) What people believed about the idea of a “bodily resurrection”
 
A popular view proposed during the 19th-20th Century was that people of the 
1st Century were primitive in their scientific knowledge, superstitious and prone 
to believe in the miraculous. Consequently, a mythical tale like the resurrection 
of Jesus would have been readily accepted. Yet, this popular view is devoid of 
historical evidence. 

Within Hellenistic philosophy, the concept of a bodily resurrection was 
considered repugnant, since the aim of most Hellenistic philosophy was to escape 
from the material world (be released from the body). Plato, for example, argued 
that the goal of the philosopher was to gain true knowledge so that the soul can 
be released from the body and reunited with the universal soul (the “Father of the 
Universe”) (cf. Philebus 29A-31A; Timaeus 30A, 47B-C; Cicero, De Natura Deorum, 
1:11:27). A failure to do this, meant to be re-incarnated into a material body (cf. 
Timaeus 42B-D). Seneca (a contemporary of Paul) argued that the day your soul 
leaves your body, “is the birth of (your) eternity” (Epistles 93-124, CII:26) and that 
the body should be disdained (cf. Epistles 1-65, LXV:21-22). This is why Paul was 
ridiculed in Athens for proclaiming the resurrection of the dead (Acts 17:32) or 
why some in the church of Corinth were rejecting the “resurrection of the dead” 
(1 Cor. 15:12ff). Resurrection was the last thing the Greek philosophers desired. It 
was as unlikely for them to believe in the resurrection of Jesus as it is for us in the 
21st Century.

2) Witnesses (and who they were)

The first New Testament account that records a series of eye witnesses of the 
resurrection is 1 Corinthians (which was written around 55-58 A.D.). In 1 Cor. 
15:3-6 Paul tells the church that Jesus “appeared to more than five hundred of the 
brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living…” Which implies that 
their testimonies could be verified and cross-examined (many of them were still 
alive). 

Furthermore, in the Gospels, as Tim Keller points out, “the first eyewitnesses 
to the resurrection were women. Women’s low social status meant that their 
testimony was not admissible evidence in court” (Reason for God, p 213). Yet, 
the Gospels insist that women were the first eye witnesses. The only reason 
the Gospels would insist on this (even though culturally it would have been 
considered not credible) was because this was historically the case. 
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STUDY 15

The Resurrection of Jesus (cont...)

Just considering the eye witness accounts Keller concludes, “We can’t 
permit ourselves the luxury of thinking that the resurrection accounts 
were only fabricated years later. Whatever else happened, the tomb of 
Jesus must have really been empty and hundreds of witnesses must have 
claimed that they saw him bodily raised” (Reason for God, p. 214).

3) A New Worldview Explosion 

“After the death of Jesus the entire Christian Community suddenly 
adopted a set of beliefs that were brand-new and until that point had been 
unthinkable” (Reason for God, p. 217). As we have already observed, 
within Hellenism there was no concept of a bodily resurrection from 
the dead. Whereas the end-goal of most Hellenistic thinking was to 
escape the material universe, Christians taught that the end-goal is the 
renewal and restoration of the material universe (the resurrection being 
the paradigm) (cf. 1 Cor. 15:21-28; Romans 8:22:25; Revelation 21:1-4). 
There was no process of development for this worldview (you can study 
Hellenistic thinking from 600BC-200AD – this worldview doesn’t exist). 
Yet, the Christian worldview “sprang up full-blown immediately after the 
death of Jesus” (Reason for God, p. 217).

Similarly, prior to the death of Jesus, Judaism advocated monotheism 
(one God), while Hellenism advocated pluralism (many gods) or monism 
(all things are from or part of one god). Yet, after the death of Jesus, 
Christianity proclaimed a view of God that did not exist: Trinity. God is 
Three-in-One. Moreover, one person of the Triune God, incarnated (took 
on flesh – human existence) as the man Jesus (another concept that did 
not exist). First generation Christianity had no qualms in calling Jesus, “my 
God” (cf. Ignatius, Letter to the Romans, 2-3, 6-7). 

The only possible or most likely explanation for this worldview explosion 
is the historical reality of the resurrection of Jesus. As NT Wright writes, 
“The early Christians did not invent the empty tomb and the meetings or 
sightings of the risen Jesus… Nobody was expecting this kind of thing; 
no kind of conversion experience would have invented it, no matter how 
guilty (or how forgiven) they felt, no matter how many hours they pored 
over the scriptures. To suggest otherwise is to stop doing history and 
enter into a fantasy world of our own” (The Resurrection of the Son of 
God, 2003, p. 707 – from Reason of God, p 220-221).
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1.  What do you think happens after you die? How does this make you feel?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-44… Analogies of the Resurrection

1.  What objection did those who deny the resurrection make? What 
bothered them of the idea of the “resurrection of the dead”? (v. 35)

2.  Paul uses two analogies to explain how it is possible that one thing  
(the body) can have two different forms of existence…

 • How do seeds illustrate this? (vv. 36-38)

 •  How does Paul’s second analogy explain that God can create different 
bodies? (vv. 39-31)

 •  How is “resurrection of the dead” the same as the sowing of seed?  
(vv. 42-44) 

Read 1 Corinthians 15:45-49… The Body of Adam vs. the Body of Christ 

Paul has already shown one different between those “in Adam” and those  
“In Christ” in vv. 21-22 (death vs. resurrected life). Now in vv. 45-49, Paul 
explains the differences between the body of Adam and the body of Christ… 

3.  What contrast do we see between the bodies of the first and last Adam?

Investigating

STUDY 15

The Resurrected 
Body and Hope

1 Corinthians 15:35-58 

Adam (psychikos – “natural”) 
– seed

Christ (pneumatikos – “spiritual”) 
– plant

V. 45 V. 45

V. 46 V. 46

V. 47 V. 47

V. 48-49 V. 48-49
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Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-58… The Necessity of the Resurrection 

1.  Why is it necessary that our bodies should be “changed” to become 
like Jesus’ body? (v. 50)

2.  How did God respond to Adam’s rebellion (sin)? Look at the table 
below… 

Investigating

What will happen to the  
“natural” body of Adam?

Genesis 3:19, “For dust you are  
and to dust  you will return” 

Can we enter God’s place with a 
“natural” body like Adam?

Genesis 3:23-24, “So the LORD God 
banished him from the Garden of Eden… 
after He drove the man out, He placed 
on the east side of the Garden of Eden 
Cherubim and a flaming sword flashing 
back and forth to guard the way of the 

tree of life” 

What did God promise He will do with sin and death?

“On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that  
covers all nations; he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign Lord will wipe away  

the tears from all faces; he will remove his people’s disgrace from all the earth.  
The Lord has spoken.” (Isaiah 25:7-8)

“The guilt of Ephraim is stored up, his sins are kept on record… I will deliver this people 
from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death. Where, O death, are your 

plagues? Where, O grave, is your destruction?” (Hosea 13:12, 14)

3. What will happen to our bodies when Jesus returns? (vv. 51-53) 
 
4. What will happen with death? (vv. 54-55)

5.  Jesus has triumphed over sin and death (vv. 56-57).  
How did Jesus do this? (read vv. 3-4)

6.  What is the main implication Paul draws from all this detailed 
teaching on the resurrection? (v. 58)
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Paul desires the Corinthian Church to “stand firm” in what they originally 
believed (the death and resurrection of Jesus; 15:1-2) (v. 58; cf. 16:13). 

 1.  Do you believe this teaching about the resurrection? What are 
some highlights for you?

 2.  And what (according to v. 58) is the implication for our lives in this 
world? What might this look like for you? 1 Corinthians has some 
great pointers towards this type of life (see the table below)… 

 3.  Going back to the intro question – how does the message of the 
resurrection change your view of death/afterlife? 

“The best moment of a Christian’s life is his last one,  
because it is the one that is nearest heaven.  

And then it is that he begins to strike the keynote of the song  
which he shall sing to all eternity” (Charles Spurgeon)

Thinking & Living

“The man who plants and the man who 
waters have one purpose, and each will be 

rewarded according to his labour…  
his work will be shown for what it is, 
because the Day will bring it to light”  

(1 Cor. 3:8, 13)

“The body is… for the Lord, and the Lord for 
the body… Glorify God with your body”  

(1 Cor. 6:13, 20)

“The time is short. From now on those who 
have wives should live as if they had none; 
those who mourn, as if they did not; those 
who are happy, as if they were not; those 

who buy something, as if it were not theirs 
to keep; those who use things of the world, 
as if not engrossed in them. For this world 

in its present form is passing away”  
(1 Cor. 7:29-31)

“So whatever you eat or drink or whatever 
you do, do it all for the glory of God… I am 
not seeking my own good but the good of 

many, so that they may be saved. Follow my 
example, as I follow the example of Christ” 

(1 Cor. 10:31-11:1)

“Love builds up” (1 Cor. 8:1)

“Follow the way of love… all these must be 
done for building up of the church”  

(1 Cor. 14:26)

“Do everything in love” (1 Cor. 16:14)

“For I resolved to know nothing while I 
was with you except Jesus Christ and Him 

crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2)
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Paul commanded the church to be united (1:10) and to dedicate themselves 
to building one another up in love (8:1; 14:1ff) and the work of the Lord (15:58), 
glorifying Him in all they do (6:19-20; 10:31-11:1). Paul has already told the church 
of Corinth that he is coming, sending Timothy ahead of him (1 Cor. 4:17-21). The 
Cross and resurrection of Jesus (and all that implies) are the central truths that 
motivate these commands…  

Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-4… Giving

Knowing that they are to dedicate themselves fully to the work of the Lord…

1.  What should they be busy doing while they wait for Paul to arrive? (vv. 1-2)

2. Why should they be doing this? (v. 3)

Read 1 Corinthians 16:5-12… Supporting

The church of Corinth could expect “if the Lord permits” the arrival of Paul, 
Timothy and Apollos…

1. Why does Paul want to “spend the winter” with the Corinthians? (v. 6)

 •  How does this differ from his original visit when he planted the 
church? (1 Cor. 9:11-12)

2. How should they respond to the arrival of Timothy? (vv. 10-11)

 •  How does this differ from their response to their leaders?  
(1 Cor. 1:11-12)

 •  How does their former response to their leaders (1:11-12) explain why 
Apollos is “quite unwilling” to come back at the moment? (v. 12)

We are commanded to, “give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord” (15:58) …

    1. How do you think you can “give yourself” fully to the work of the Lord? 

Investigating

STUDY 16
Final Instructions 
1 Corinthians 16:1-24 



29

Read 1 Corinthians 16:13-24… Living

While they are awaiting the arrival of Paul, Timothy and later Apollos, Paul 
gives them instruction in how they need to live…

1.  How does vv. 13-14 summarize Paul’s argument in 1 Corinthians? Look at 
the table below and discuss…

2.  How should they respond to their current leaders, “Stephanas, 
Fortunatus and Achaicus”? (vv. 15-18)

3.  What final warning does Paul give to those who reject the message of 
Jesus (1:18-25; 15:1-11) and so persist to live in a way that does not glorify 
Him (6:19-20; 10:31)? (v. 22)

Vv. 13-14 What was the church like? What did Paul command?

“Be on your 
guard”

“there is sexual immorality 
among you… and you are 
proud!” (5:1-2)

“How can some of you say that 
there is no resurrection?” (15:12)

“Get rid of the old yeast that 
you may be a new batch without 
yeast” (5:7)

“Don’t be misled: ‘Bad Company 
corrupts good character’” 
(15:33)

“Stand firm in the 
faith”

“there are quarrels among you. 
What I mean is this, ‘one of you 
says, ‘I follow Paul’; another 
‘I follow Apollos’; another, ‘I 
follow Cephas…’’ (1:11-12)

“How can some of you say that 
there is no resurrection?” (15:12)

“I appeal to you, brothers, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
that all of you agree with one 
another so that there may be no 
divisions among you and that 
you may be perfectly united in 
mind and thought” (1:10)

“Let nothing move you. Always 
give yourselves fully to the work 
of the Lord, because you know 
that your labour in the Lord is 
not in vain” (15:58)

“be men/adults of  
courage; be 
strong”

“I could not address you as 
spiritual but as worldly – mere 
infants in Christ… since there is 
jealousy and quarreling among 
you”  
(3:1-3)

“No more boasting about men!... 
regard us as servants of Christ” 
(3:21; 4:1)

Why is praying in 
tongues without  
interpretation  
unhelpful  
(vv. 13-17)?

“Knowledge puffs up…” (8:1) 
which they used to destroy the 
faith of others in participating in 
idol festivals

“Love builds up” (8:1) and 
“follow the way of love” (14:1)
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1.  How has 1 Corinthians 16:1-4, 6 helped you in your understanding of…

 •  Why Christians should be generous? (cf. 2 Cor. 8:9) 

 •  Why Christians should be supporting ministry?  
(cf. 1 Cor. 15:58)

 •  Challenge you in how you use your “income” (v. 2)?

2.  How has 1 Corinthians 16:10-11, 15-18 helped you in your 
understanding of…

 •  What you should be looking for in Christian leaders  
in the church?

 •  How you should be responding to your Christian leaders? 
(Fellowship Group Leader, Community Leader, Sunday School 
teacher, Youth Leader, Pastor etc.)

 •  Why Christians should want to be involved in Christian ministry? 
(cf. 1 Cor. 15:58)

3.  How has 1 Corinthians 16:13-14, 22 (and the letter as a whole) helped 
you see…

 •  The relationship between what you believe and how you live?

 •  The importance of what you believe and how you live? 

4.  How has the Cross of Jesus (God’s generosity; 2 Cor. 8:9) and the 
resurrection of Jesus (the hope of His return; 1 Cor. 15:1-11) shaped 
how you live?  

Thinking & Living



Notes
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